
I might have a short memory, but I do not recall 
so many days below zero degrees as we had so 
far this winter!

I do remember some big snowstorms, 
especially back in the ‘70s and one in the ‘90s 
the day our kids were born. But this winter 
seems so long and so cold. Brrrrr, I’m cold just 
thinking about it!

The other Sunday, one of our worship leaders 
made this comment: “February is the longest 
month of the year!’ I’ve been thinking about that 
comment ever since. February, obviously, is the 
shortest month of the year in terms of actual 
days. However, this winter it seems like 
February went on forever and it sure was cold!

Anytime people go through a long spell like this, 
they can begin to wonder if it will ever end. I’ve 
often thought about Noah and his family 
enduring 40 days and nights of rain. We 
complain when we get three or four days in a 
row of steady rain. Can you imagine 40 days 
and nights? I wonder how Noah’s family kept 
their sanity!

This winter appears to be our long-term 
endurance feat and it can leave us wondering if 
spring is coming. It is easy in times like this to 
think, “Woe is me,” and relegate ourselves to 
self-pity.

The Lenten Season is a good time to reflect on 
this, because the forty days of Lent can seem to 
last forever sometimes, too. The period 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday 
can appear to take an eternity to pass, 
especially if we’ve given up something for Lent.

But God’s promises are always fulfilled and 
these seemingly long-lasting seasons will pass 
in due time. Admittedly, this is hard to remember 
when we are impatient, as I am much of the 
time.

The long seasons build endurance and 
character. Even the cold temperatures do the 
same! I am learning to wear different shoes that 
keep my feet warmer in the sub-zero 
temperatures and keep a light jacket or sweater 
handy for those long, freezing nights. I refuse to 
turn the heat up because that costs too much 
money, so I am building endurance and getting 
perhaps a little tougher, too. 

This is part of what the Lenten Season should 
be doing in our spiritual lives as well. We need 
to build endurance and character as Christians. 
Long seasons can help us do this.

Spring is coming. This is definitely part of God’s 
promise to us. Easter is coming, too. We just 
have to keep enduring and hoping throughout 
this long season. Do not give up hope!

Spring is coming!

    
! !      Bob Shank
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March 1
Mark 15

March 2
Mark 16
 
March 3
1 Corinthians 1

March 4
1 Corinthians 2

March 5
1 Corinthians 3

March 6
1 Corinthians 4

March 7
1 Corinthians 5

March 8
1 Corinthians 6

March 9
1 Corinthians 7

March 10
1 Corinthians 8

March 11
1 Corinthians 9

March 12
1 Corinthians 10

March 13
1 Corinthians 11

March 14
1 Corinthians 12

March 15
1 Corinthians 13

March 16
1 Corinthians 14

March 17
1 Corinthians 15

March 18
1 Corinthians 16

March 19
2 Corinthians 1

March 20
2 Corinthians 2

March 21
2 Corinthians 3

March 22
2 Corinthians 4

March 23
2 Corinthians 5

March 24
2 Corinthians 6

March 25
2 Corinthians 7

March 26
2 Corinthians 8

March 27
2 Corinthians 9

March 28
2 Corinthians 10

March 29
2 Corinthians 11

March 30
2 Corinthians 12

March 31
2 Corinthians 13
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To Serve You in March

Greeters 8:30

1 Jack & Barb Hineline

8 Ronald & Jenny Bogart

15 Cliff & Diane Rogell

22 Janet Woolever

29 Kay Bucci

11:00

1 Sherri Lombardi

8 Sue & Ron Gouger

15 Janet & Debbie Marsh

22 Sherri Lombardi

29 Joanne Reed

Ushers 8:30

Brad Hildabrant

Sue Scarborough

Kirsten Lee

11:00

Dick Seip

Bob Dellicker

Sue Gouger

Kelly Edinger

Eva Knight

Counters

Lynn Seip & Janet Woolever

Altar Guild

Carole Everitt & Pam Cool

Soup Kitchen

Sunday afternoons at 4 pm

1 E. Stroudsburg Baptist-Doug Romaine

8 McMichael’s UMC-Andrew Shock

15 Reeders UMC-Joanne Palmer

22 J. Abbott Company-Jason Abbott

29 Stroudsburg Senior High Honor Society-

Emily Geiger

Tuesday evenings at 5 pm (note earlier serving

time for March)

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Ministers Everyone

Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good

Pastor of Church Growth Gar Pollard

Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman

Church Secretary Jackie Herrero

Interim Choir Director Jeanette Kuhns

Organist Marti Lantz

Youth Leader Vin Zelizo

Handbell Director Lynn Seip

Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:

Daniel’s Dream Team

Chairperson, Sue Scarborough

admin@poconoymca.org

Worship

Chairperson, Pastor Bob Shank

bobshank@stroudsburgumc.com

Property & Building

Chairperson, Dick Seip relseip@ptd.net

Servant Resource Team

Chairperson, C. J. Penwell cjpen53@ptd.net

Stewardship

Chairperson, Carole Everitt

caroleeveritt@stroudsburgumc.com

Missions

Chairperson, Alberta Weber

albertaweber@stroudsburgumc.com

Membership & Evangelism

Chairperson, Peggy Stewart bpstew@juno.com

Lay Leader Beryl Hellgren

bykoh@verizon.net



From Boyd Butz:

“I extend my deepest heartfelt thanks to all

who prayed, sent cards and in other ways gave

me and my family support surrounding the

death of my father, Lawrence Joseph Butz. The

strength of your love and prayers is a blessing.

May God bless you all. Thank you.”

*********************************

2015 Remaining Lenten Services for March

March 4 - Analomink UMC -

Pastor Nina Patton-Semerod

March 11 - Faith UMC -

Pastor Paul Crikelair

March 18 - Wooddale UMC -

Pastor Dottie Stem

March 25 - Poplar Valley UMC -

Pastor Bob Shank

All services start at 7:00 pm.

March Birthdays

1 Marge Chamberlin

1 Deborah Stanton

2 Karen Lewis

4 Richard Everitt

5 Zach Dougher

11 Allison Tucker

14 Hildegard Roeckendorf

17 Keeley Heller

20 Kirsten Lee

22 Lauryn Principe

26 Brad Hildabrant

28 Ronald Bogart, Jr.

31 Logan Decker

If you would like a card on your

special day, please call the

church office - 570-421-6020



NEW UMW INFORMATION FOR MARCH

We begin this year with the sad loss of one of our most active members,

Eleanor Bentzoni. Eleanor passed away suddenly shortly before Christmas,

but after our article went for publication. Eleanor worked diligently

for UMW chairing several committees, among them, making the Christmas

Totes and attending to the trunk of supplies, the Mother’s Day and

Father’s Day booklets, Church Women United and Quilting. She also helped

every time UMW provided refreshments for the Sunday Fellowship hours and

special evening services, chaired Altar Guild, prepared the candles for

Christmas Eve, chairing the Soup Making for the Holiday Market, was a

member of the Care Team, and other jobs in the background we may not have

been aware of. Some of her positions have been taken over by volunteers.

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day booklets: Sharon Cottle. Quilting: Lynn

Seip. Altar Guild: Joni Singer. Making Christmas Totes: Lynn Seip.

We will still need people to monitor the trunk supplies, attending Church

Women United meetings, helping with refreshments and Christmas Eve

candles. If you are interested in helping in any of these areas, please

contact Ruth Weber, President of UMW. Regarding the trunk: articles

needed at this time are: liquid hand soap, body lotion and BIC-style

pens. Please be generous as these items go to the nursing homes.

MISSION TEAM REMINDER

Just a reminder to all you readers at SUMC. We are starting to collect

books for this year’s annual Book Sale. Please bring your donations of

books to the Blue Room off the Dining Room downstairs any time. Please

do not bring encyclopedias, Reader’s Digest Condensed Books or magazines.

The Book Sale is scheduled for Saturday, April 18, 2015. PLEASE NOTE THE

NEW DATE. We will be setting up on Friday, April 17. If you are

interested in helping set up or sorting books prior to Friday, April 17,

please speak to one of the Mission Team. We can always use more help.

We will also need help with customers checking out and getting their

books to their cars the day of the sale. And, of course, we ALWAYS need

help sorting and packing the unsold books after the sale. We must have

the Dining Room empty for Sunday School and Soup Kitchen. And lastly, if

you are an avid reader, please come to the sale on April 18. There are

always many tables full of books of different topics to choose from. We

have children’s books, novels, history, religious, cooking, biographies,

reference and more. See you on April 18.



Update on Molly Maroney…..

On Monday, February 9, 2015 Molly flew out of JFK to Johannesburg, South Africa-Dar es Salaam,

Tanzania. She will stay in Dar for 7 days while taking care of logistical matters, then she will head 5 hours north

into the Tonga region. She'll be staying with a host family in a village surrounding the small, Muslim town of

Muheza for 10 weeks while she completes language (Swahili!), cultural and practical training. Once sworn in on

April 22, she'll be sent out to a village of her very own where she'll be living and working for the next two years.

She'll communicate as she can, but for those of you who send/wait to receive letters please keep in mind mail that

posts to/from Tanzania can take over a month. Be patient!

As another mail note, please do NOT send packages. Packages can take multiple months to arrive in country, and

once they do arrive the logistic and financial aspect of actually getting the package to its destination is extremely

difficult. Plus, the possibility for theft increases exponentially when a big package comes through the line. Letters

are much appreciated.

Her address until the end of March is:

Molly Maroney, PCT

US Peace Corps

PO Box 9123

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

*****************************************************************************************************************

Donations Needed for Easter Egg Hunt

The Membership & Evangelism team is hosting an Easter Egg hunt for the

community on Saturday, March 28th (please see the flyer included in this

newsletter)

We are asking for donations of individually wrapped candies to put in the plastic eggs. If you

can help, please leave the candy in the basket in the Fellowship Room by Sunday, March 22nd.

Thank you!

*********************************************************************

School supplies needed!
The daughter of a longtime friend of Alex and myself who is a teacher recently had a flood in her

classroom. The students lost all of their books, notebooks, pencils, etc. The school is run by the State of

New Jersey and they are not going to replace any of these items for the students. I am asking for

donations of books for first graders, pencils, notebooks, folders, etc., or anything you would like to

donate. Please contact me in the church office - 570-421-6020. Thank you in advance! Jackie



PROPERTY AND BUILDING UPDATE

We would like to thank C.J. Penwell for donating the glass doors and shelves and the light on the new

book case by the entrance to the elevator on the first floor.

There will be a new change in the first floor choir room. The choir will be moving to the large room

behind the lounge. The choir room will be divided into two rooms for Sunday School and the nursery

behind it. This will make it easier for families to find the infant nursery right behind that room. These

changes will also make it easier to host Family Promise.

We are looking to make a Memorial Garden in the front of the church where the large bush is now. It

has been designed by John Burrus and will be started in the spring (see the illustration included in this

newsletter). We already have families who are willing to fund this project. The Memorial Garden will

be in memory of Theresa DeHaven, Linda Joy Seip and Denise Shank given by the Seip families. There

will be a plaque put in the garden for the memorial.

On behalf of the Property and Building Team we want to thank the congregation for your support of

these projects which makes our church a pleasant place to worship.

God bless!

The Property and Building Team

*****************************************************************

Devotional on Pslam 23

- Karen Vaughn

Psalm 23:3 “He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake”

God leads us in good ways to show His character, not only to make us happy. It is not

about ME but about HIM. He wants all people to come to Him. He “shows off ” in us

everyday by the change of seasons, by keeping us calm in our difficulties and by giving us

love for other people.

PRAYER - Dear Lord, Help me remember that it isn’t about me but it is about YOU.

Amen.



Stewardship

January 4 January 11 January 18 January 25

Needed $5,362.06 $5,362.06 $5,32.06 $5,362.06

Envelope Giving 3,619.75 3,874.54 2,065.77 3,595.50

Cap. Imp. 205.00 203.00 8.00 228.27

Lease (rent) 105.00

Plate 87.00 29.00 21.00 37.00

-(1,450.31) -($1,150.52) -(3,267.29) -(3,860.77)

2015 YTD deficit = $6,319.32

Elevator 225.00 80.00 110.00 1,135.00

Balance $56,757.69 $56,677.69 $56,567.69 $55,432.69

Thank you to Dan Butz, Kirsten Lee and Bob Dellicker who served as the Audit Committee reviewing all

financial reports of the church for 2014. Thank you also to all committees with financial accounts for your

cooperation in supplying your financial records to the committee. All accounts are in order.

Also, thank you to Jackie Herrero for helping to raise funds for the church with the pizza fund raiser. The

monies raised will be given to the Youth for their mission trip this summer.

The Stewardship Committee asks for your prayers as we prepare for a new year as well as prayers for our

church, its programs and its growth.

The Stewardship Committee: Carole Everitt, Paul Edinger, Fran Harrison, Dan Butz, Kirsten Lee,

Ruth Weber, Sharon Cottle
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