
The preaching at this year’s Ordination Worship  
during Annual Conference was sensational! 
Now, I am not one to brag about Annual 
Conference too much. After all, I am not one for 
long, sometimes boring, and often political 
meetings. The Ordination Worship is also a 
long, drawn-out time of worship because 
candidates are being commissioned or ordained 
one-by-one and this does takes time.

I remember well when I was ordained a Deacon 
back in 1990. We had a preacher who got fired 
up and preached a long sermon as we sat there 
in the unairconditioned chapel at Albright 
College. The preacher was very good and not 
many were sleeping but it was hot!

Each year’s Ordination Worship is unique and 
different in various ways. Over the past five 
years I have known most of the candidates 
being Ordained because I work with them for 
two years in our “Residents in Ministry” 
program. I learn a lot as we talk about some of 
the “nuts and bolts” of ministry and then I get to 
see them in their churches over these two years 
prior to Ordination. Knowing the candidates 
makes the time of worship just that more 
exciting for me because I know all the hard work 
and effort they each put into the process.

Well, this year’s preacher for Ordination 
Worship knocked our socks off! He was very 
engaging and he got excited! We did, too!

Have you ever been in an exciting worship? It is 
much different than a boring worship service, 
believe me. I’ve been there and I know I’ve 
even preached some boring sermons over the 
years of my ministry.

But worship should be exciting! In fact, worship 
should be exciting, uplifting, energetic, inspiring 
and more!

When we worship every Sunday we tend to get 
into a routine. When a preacher preaches every 
week, he or she can get into a routine as well. 
Worship, however, should not be routine! 
Worship should be exciting!

Now what makes worship exciting? Sometimes 
it definitely is the preacher and the worship 
leader who make worship exciting. Many times 
it is music and the choirs who lift worship up to 
the next notch. Sometimes the Spirit of God is 
moving and touching worshippers in amazing 
ways, too. But your attitude coming into worship 
is also key. If you approach worship with a 
laissez-faire attitude then it will most likely not 
be very uplifting.

Come to worship with the expectation that it will 
be uplifting!

The staff at SUMC will keep trying to make 
worship exciting and I am sure God will keep 
blessing out times of worship together. A good 
and expectant attitude from you will help, too!

Let’s get excited about worship!

    
! !      Bob Shank
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“She looks just like you!”  “He sounds just like you!” “She even walks just like you!” “ I was speaking his 
words, his inflections, his phrasing and I even sounded like I remembered him.” “You remind me so 
much of your mother (or father).” “Your Dad could remember history details just like you just did.” Have 
you ever heard or thought those words? 

How does that occur?  Do you think it is genetics?  Many scientists today state that much of who and 
what we are is determined by our genetic code, and even when children do not know their parents or 
siblings, certain striking similarities are often evident when comparing behaviors and mannerisms 
between people long separated when they are genetically linked. 

How much time did you spend with your parents or other family members as you were growing up?  
How much time did your child spend with you when they were in their “formative” years?  How often 
did they see you deal with other people, eat, walk and work?  Did they ask questions of you during their 
time with you?  Did you take the opportunity to share with them your love of and for them?  How much 
and exactly what did our parents teach us in word, deed, thought, and living example? 

My mother often recounted an episode that occurred when I was about two and a half years old that 
spoke volumes.  I was sitting in the backseat of my parents 1952 Chevy  Bel Air, (you know, the kind with 
the seatback that tilted forward to get in the backseat and NO seatbelts?) with my mother driving, when 
she had to slam on the brakes. I was hurled forward into the back of the front seat, which then moved 
forward to arrest some of my momentum and keep me safe.  According to my mother, I got myself 
situated, stood up on the floor of the car and proceeded to swear like an old salty sailor at the driver 
who had caused the situation.  Any ideas where I might have learned those behaviors? 

We have ample opportunity to “see” Jesus Christ living, by studying God’s written word to us, the Bible, 
and specifically the Gospels.  We can see how God as a person dealt with the world in general and with 
His chosen people, the Israelites, by reading the Old Testament deeply and carefully.  We can often hear 
the still small voice of the Holy Spirit speak, reveal and direct us if we are listening and attuned to His 
voice above all the hubbub going on about us. 

We hear Paul’s admonition to “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus”.  What does 
having the mind of Christ in us mean, and how do we accomplish that? 

I suggest that all the above is a lesson in spending time with God, at least daily, and for more than a 
quick “God’s neat, let’s eat!”  How about time spent listening to Him as He leads us to study His written, 
revealed and living Word?  How about for a few moments on a regular basis, stopping all the other 
activities that consume our time, and steal our future, and concentrate on pouring out our deepest 
thoughts, concerns, needs, wants, worries, fears, terrors and love to the One who made us, loved us 
before time began, and gave Himself to restore us to a perfect, eternal relationship with Him?  Who 
would want to hear me talk and share these things?  God does.  God said He desires more than anything 
that I bring my prayers and petitions to Him.  He made a way for me to be born again, to be born into 
His family, and to be His child.   He wants me to BE just like Him.  BUT, He can only re-make me that way 
if and when I spend time with Him, consistently, earnestly, honestly and in love with Him in prayer.  Try 
it, He has promised in His word “Call upon me, and I will answer”.     



FATHER’S DAY BOOKLET

June 21st, a day to honor or remember that special man

in your life.

Names for the Father’s Day booklet will be taken after both services on May 31, June 7, and June 14. $2.00

per name, in honor of or in memory of. Please make checks payable to: Stroudsburg United Methodist

Women. Requests can also be sent to: Sharon Cottle, 346 E. Brown Street, East Stroudsburg, PA

18301.

In Honor of: ____________________________________________

Presented by:___________________________________________

In Honor of: ____________________________________________

Presented by:___________________________________________

In Memory of: ___________________________________________

Presented by:___________________________________________

In Memory of: ___________________________________________

Presented by:___________________________________________

DEADLINE IS JUNE 14



Thank you to everyone who participated in the

Spring Concert here at SUMC on May 17. We

had performers of all ages and they all did a

great job. Kudos to all!

Thanks to the refreshment committee and all

who brought food for the good eats!

We hope to do it again next year!

- Lynn Seip

******************************************************************************

Congratulations to our 2015 graduates:

Alicia Brickey

Chris DeHaven

Ryan DeHaven

Abby Lantz

Elizabeth Miller

Jarrett Seip

Emily Vail

Your church family wishes you continued success in your future endeavors!



Free Movie Night!

Please note date change:

Sunday, June 14, 2015

7:00 pm in the sanctuary

“The Visual Bible: The Gospel of John”

The story of Jesus' life as told by the apostle John, narrated by Christopher Plummer.

Rated PG-13 Runs for 125 minutes

Free Popcorn! Bottled water and movie candy

available for $1.00 each



To Serve You in June

Greeters 8:30

7 Norma Snow

14 Ray & Alice Singer

21 Jami Lipe

28 Cliff & Diane Rogell

11:00

7 Sherry Lombardi

14 Susan, Charles & Beth

Armitage

21 Sue & Ron Gouger

28 Sue & Bill Weitzmann

Ushers 8:30

Bruce Miller

Kay Bucci

Norma Snow

Pam Price

Irene Goforth

11:00

Dick Seip

Bob Dellicker

Sue Gouger

Kelly Edinger

Eva Knight

Counters

Lynn Seip & Doris Philips

Altar Guild

Janet Woolever & Jami Lipe

Soup Kitchen

Sunday afternoons at 4 pm

7 McMichael’s Church Girl Scouts -

Rachel Shock

14 Neola UMC - Pastor Todd

21

28 Pocono Internal Medicine - Nancy Fisch

Tuesday evenings at 5 pm

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Ministers Everyone

Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good

Pastor of Church Growth Gar Pollard

Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman

Church Secretary Jackie Herrero

Interim Choir Director Jeanette Kuhns

Organist Marti Lantz

Youth Leader Vin Zelizo

Handbell Director Lynn Seip

Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:

Daniel’s Dream Team

Chairperson, Sue Scarborough

admin@poconoymca.org

Worship

Chairperson, Pastor Bob Shank

bobshank@stroudsburgumc.com

Property & Building

Chairperson, Dick Seip relseip@ptd.net

Servant Resource Team

Chairperson, C. J. Penwell cjpen53@ptd.net

Stewardship

Chairperson, Paul Edinger

paul.edinger@stroudsburgumc.com

Missions

Chairperson, Alberta Weber

albertaweber@stroudsburgumc.com

Membership & Evangelism

Chairperson, Peggy Stewart bpstew@juno.com

Lay Leader Beryl Hellgren

bykoh@verizon.net



I am starting an online auction to raise money for the

church. The YMCA in Stroudsburg has been using

Bidding for Good for years and has been very

successful in raising money. Here’s where I need

the help of the congregation. In addition to

soliciting local businesses for gift certificates to

restaurants, hair salons, gym memberships, movie

theater tickets, etc., I think it would be great if we

had some different items such as sports memorabilia,

jewelry, hand crafted items, etc. Please let me know

if you are willing to donate items such as these or

others. I hope to have the first auction up and run-

ning by mid-July and we’ll focus on StroudFest and

it being the 200th anniversary of Stroudsburg. The

next auction will start up again in October and will

focus on our Holiday Market. If you have any

questions or ideas, please let me know. I’m still in

the “learning phase” but I’ll try and have an answer

to your questions and if I don’t know the answer I

will certainly find out for you! Thank you in

advance for your help and support for something

which I think is a very worthwhile cause!

- Jackie

June Birthdays

7 Jim Adams

7 Marisa Seip

8 Adelle & Bella Kopec

13 Ethan Zelizo

16 Alice Rinker

17 Walter Roeckendorf

20 Kristi Harris

21 Ron Bogart

21 Ted Mitchell

22 Allie Zelizo

23 Kyle Dougher

23 Howard Steiner

24 Valerie Parsons (100 years

young!)

26 Joshua DeHaven

28 JoAnn Calkins

28 Callan Braman

30 Janine Philips

If you would like a card on your

special day, please call the

church office - 421-6020.



DEVOTIONAL FOR JUNE 2015
-Karen Vaughn

Psalm 23:5a “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.”
We have all “prepared a table” for family, friends and even our enemies. As a child I was
taught where to place the silverware, glasses, plates and even the centerpiece. Everything
had to be “just so”. Why? It was all about conveying a message. If it looked nice it meant that
I cared about my guests, made it easy for them to eat and to converse. There was a “kid's
table” which made them feel so special. The centerpiece had to be low enough so that the
guests would not have to peek through the flowers to talk. Jesus prepares a table for you and 
me. He not only wants us to feed our bodies but He says He Is Our Food. In John 6:51 Jesus
calls Himself “the living bread which came down from heaven.”
For us to receive this living bread we sit at His table and listen to what He has to say. We
might be surprised where this table might be - even surrounded by people that don't like us.
PRAYER: :ĞƐƵƐ͕ �dŚĂŶŬ�zŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶǀ ŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĚŝŶŶĞƌ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ă�ŶŝĐĞ�ƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ͕ �ŝƚ�ŝƐ�

life saving. Amen

******************************************************************

The Walking Small Group will be starting for the
summer on Monday, June 15th, at 7:00 PM. We
meet at the Ann Street parking lot at church and
walk around Stroudsburg for about an hour at a

comfortable pace for everyone. Sign up is not required so if you want to walk just
meet us at church every Monday evening at 7:00 PM. Bill Weitzmann will lead us on
our first walk this year stopping at historical or interesting buildings or places around
the Borough as Stroudsburg is celebrating its 200th Anniversary this year. If you have
any questions please contact C.J. Penwell by email at cjpen53@ptd.net, phone 570-
421-1666 or by calling the church office.



PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR!

Everyone welcome. On Saturday, August 15 at 6:30 pm, SUMC is hosting a Mountain Top Walk to

Emmaus Gathering. A time for fellowship, praise and worship. It is expected that the program will

primarily be presented by members of our youth group who have been on a Chrysalis Flight. This is

an excellent time for adults considering the weekend Walk to Emmaus this October (Men -

October 8-11, Women - October 15-18) or youth to learn about a Chrysalis Flight next June 2016.

The adult weekend is intended to develop leaders in the local church and strengthen our

relationship to God and the body of Christ. Intention for youth is to solidify their relationship

with Christ and become future leaders. Chrysalis youth must have completed the 9th grade

and college to young adults to take the Journey. Everyone who goes has a sponsor. There is

no cost for the four day weekend.

Persons you know who will be happy to tell you about their life changing Emmaus experience are:

Dave & Kathy Cook

Diane & Cliff Rogell

C.J. Penwell

Bob & Pam Cool

Cathy Doane

Roz Evans

JoAnn Calkins

Charlie Vail

Jeff Weber

Our Youth are:

Liz Miller

Lydia Shank

Chris Cook

Russell & Vinnie Bontempo

Abby Lantz

Alicia Brickey

Emily Vail

Walk to Emmaus is an international, ecumenical fellowship sponsored by the United Methodist Church,

Nashville headquarters. See you there!
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We are updating the church office computer database

Please fill in the requested information and return this sheet

to the church office at your convenience.

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

Home phone: _______________________ Cell phone: ____________________

Date of birth (month, day, year): ______________________________

Place of birth: _____________________________________________________

Baptism date (month, day, year): _________________________

Baptism place (city): ___________________________ Church: ____________________________

Marital status: __________________________ Married date: ______________________________

Marriage place: _________________________ Church: ___________________________________

Father’s name: ______________________________________

Mother’s name: ______________________________________












