
Changes come at a rapid pace today. It seems 
that with all this change, people are more apt to 
openly exchange their personal thoughts, 
concerns, and complaints than ever before.

I do not need to remind you of last fall’s 
presidential election and the aftermath that 
resulted. This month we have a primary election 
and I do encourage you to get out and vote.

It is no better in our own church denomination. 
There are decisions that have been made, and 
still yet to be made in the short term, that have 
many, many people talking, debating, and 
complaining in our own denomination of The 
United Methodist Church.

What are we to do with all the constant change 
and negativity that surrounds us these days? 

One of our options is to join in the complaining. 
This is quite tempting. People love to gossip 
and complain. It almost comes naturally.

But is this the Christian thing to do? Do you 
think Jesus wants us to join in the negativity that 
pervades our land and church these days? 

I admit readily that change is not easy, even for 
me. I like things to be constant and steady. I 
prefer the ways I am used to, rather than new 
and different ones.

So how do we deal with negativity and change?

I strongly believe it starts with our own individual 
solid foundation.

I am much more prone to follow the whims of 
society and the church complainers when I am 
not well-grounded and sifting like the wind. 
Without a solid foundation to keep me firmly 
rooted, I am not ready or even able to deal with 
changes so well.

This solid foundation begins, in my opinion, with 
the biblical story. It continually amazes me how 
the Bible speaks to our modern dilemmas even 
though it was written so long ago and in a 
completely different culture.

The Bible provides a foundation for us that is 
able to keep us grounded in changing and 
difficult times. I am not suggesting that we all 
will, or even need to, interpret the scriptures the 
same exact way. What I am saying is that the 
Bible can provide a foundation that will help us 
stay firmly rooted and grounded as we live out 
our lives together. There are lessons to be 
learned here!

I do not need to agree with everybody in the 
culture or in the church. Rather, I need to love 
others even as Jesus loves me. I should not 
complain about this or that minute detail. I need 
to understand that Jesus loves us all. I should 
find a way to do the same. It is far easier to 
complain and join the rest of the crowd. But 
what would Jesus do?

Are you grounded enough to love and withstand 
the storms of life?

 

    
! !      Bob Shank
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To Serve You in May

Greeters 8:30

Ray & Alice Singer (all month)

11:00

7 BJ Bachman

14 Joanne Reed

21 Marina Maroney

28 Ron & Sue Gouger

Ushers 8:30

Ray Singer

Alice Singer

DeAnn Harris

11:00

C.J. Penwell

Counters
Ray Singer & Doris Philips

Altar Guild
Alice Singer & Cathy Doane

Soup Kitchen
Sunday Afternoon at 4:00 pm
7 Boy Scout Troop 94

14 Faith UMC Pen Argyl

21 McMichael UMC

28 Neola UMC

OUR CHURCH STAFF:
Ministers Everyone

Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good

Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman

Church Secretary Jackie Herrero

Choir Director David Lantz

Organist Marti Lantz

Youth Leader Bill Hardy

Handbell Director Lynn Seip

Cherub Choir Director Kim Kopec

Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:
Daniel’s Dream Team
Chairperson, Sue Scarborough

admin@poconoymca.org
Worship
Chairperson, Pastor Bob Shank

bobshank@stroudsburgumc.com
Property & Building

Chairperson, Dick Seip relseip@ptd.net
Servant Resource Team
Chairperson, C. J. Penwell cjpen53@ptd.net

Stewardship
Chairperson, Paul Edinger

paul.edinger@stroudsburgumc.com
Missions

Chairpersons, Ruth Weber & Kathy Cook
Membership & Evangelism

Chairperson, Peggy Stewart bpstew@juno.com

Lay Leader Beryl Hellgren

bykoh@verizon.net

Audio Visual Assistant Beth Armitage



May Birthdays

1 Joseph Vuchak

3 Matthew Transue

6 Barbara Hineline

9 Bill Stewart

10 Beryl Hellgren

10 Beth Armitage

13 Boyd Butz

13 Leia Transue

21 Sheryl Flatt

25 Jack Hineline

29 Ryan DeHaven

29 Chris DeHaven

If you would like a card

on your special day,

please call the church office

570-421-6020

Save the Date!

SUMC’s Second Annual

Winner! Winner! Chicken Dinner!

Saturday, June 17, 2017

4:00-6:00 pm

Adults $10.00

Kids under 10 - $5.00

More details to follow!



Mother’s Day Dinner
Saturday, May 13, 2017

Dinner served promptly at 5:00 pm
(one seating, please arrive earlier)

Stroudsburg United Methodist Church

547 Main Street

Stroudsburg, PA

(Please use the Ann Street entrance)

$10.00 per person

Children 7 years or younger, $5.00 per person

The Evening’s Menu:

Entrée Beverages Dessert
Salad, Stuffed chicken breasts, Coffee Freshly made

Mashed potatoes, Honey glazed Juice Cobblers served

carrots, Green beans, Dinner rolls Iced Tea with Chocolate or

Vanilla Ice Cream

For ticket information, please call (570) 856-1029

Hosted by Venture Crew 86 of Stroudsburg, PA

Thanks for the support!



Free Movie Night
Friday, May 19, 2017

7:00 pm

in the sanctuary

In the wake of his daring rescue of a complete stranger, decorated firefighter Caleb Holt (Kirk 

Cameron) realizes the extent to which he has failed as a husband. In a desperate a� empt to 

save his rela� onship with his wife, Catherine (Erin Bethea), Holt turns to "The Love Dare," a 

Chris� an self-help book. At the promp� ng of his devout father, John (Harris Malcom) -- and

guided by the book itself -- Holt embarks on a 40-day mission to rescue his marriage from the

looming specter of divorce.

(Rated PG - 2 hours, 2 minutes)



PATH walk 2017

Sunday, May 7th

A fun walk through downtown Stroudsburg to

raise awareness and money for housing

homeless families in our community through

Pocono Area Transitional Housing, Inc.

Registration starts at 12:30 pm at Courthouse

Square, Stroudsburg, PA

Walk begins at 1:30 pm

Walkers may participate as individuals, families

or teams. Pick up your sponsor form at the back

of the sanctuary and collect pledges from your

friends and families.

Walkers “compete” to raise the most money in

their entry category.

Prizes will be awarded at the conclusion,

including the Golden Sneaker, Family, Soul and

School Spirit trophies.

Non-walking sponsors are also welcome.

For information, please call 570-476-1828

Baby Bottle Boomerang 2017

It’s time again for PRC’s

Baby Bottle Boomerang!

This fun fundraiser is very simple and

it gets everyone involved - young and

old. It runs from Mother’s Day (May

14th) to Father’s Day (June 18th)

Bottles will be available at church soon.

Take a bottle, fill it with loose change,

bills or a check made payable to PRC,

then return the bottle to church

before Father’s Day.

If you have questions, please see a

member of the Missions Team

Thank you for your support!



Please note the following address changes:

Vivian Cobbs

Village at Pocono

329 E. Brown Street

Apt. 204

East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

Jean Warner

Spring Village at Pocono

329 E. Brown Street

Apt. 226

East Stroudsburg, PA 18301

Marti Ernest

1170 West Main Street

Room 125

Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Please note the following phone number

changes for Ray & Alice Singer:

Their landline has been disconnected.

Ray’s cell phone - 570-807-8009

Alice’s cell phone - 570-807-2341

C.S. Lewis Book Club

Sponsored by PUMA – Star� ng Spring 
2017

Clive Staples Lewis (1898-1963) was one of the most
influen� al writers of the 20th century. During his
teaching career at Oxford and Cambridge
Universi� es in England, Lewis wrote more than 
thirty books, allowing him to reach a vast audience,
and his works con� nue to a� ract thousands of new 
readers every year.

Hence our very own C.S. Lewis Book Club! We are
going to start with the beloved Chronicles of Narnia.
While these novels are o� en enjoyed by children, 
they contain deep messages that can
inspire and challenge adults as well. This book club
includes both day� me and evening sessions, and is 
open to all – come join us!
As an added treat, book discussions in May, July,
and August will be paired with Community Movie
Nights as we screen the recently-released films 
inspired by the novels. Read the books, and then
enjoy the movies together in air-condi� oned 
comfort.

Future Sessions:
May -
The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe
June The Horse and His Boy
July Prince Caspian
Aug. The Voyage of the Dawn Treader
Sep. The Silver Chair
Oct. The Last Ba� le

A� er that, we plan to cover other C.S. Lewis classics 
chosen by the club, such as Mere Chris� anity, The
Screwtape Le� ers, Miracles, The Problem of Pain,
and more. For more info, contact Pastor Paul
Crikelair at paul@crikelair.com



VENDORS WANTED
for

Holly Day Market

Saturday, November 4, 2017

9 am-4 pm

Once again this year, SUMC’s Holly Day Market will feature two floors

of hand crafted items as well as items being sold by independent

distributors (Thirty-One, Scentsy, LulaRoe, etc.)

Space is limited - Call or email today for more information

and an application!

Contact Jackie Herrero (570-350-9596 or jackieherrero@stroudsburgumc.com) or Jenny

Bogart (570-421-3511 or jakeydeal@gmail.com)

Proceeds from the sale of table spaces goes toward the remaining bell tower repair fund



Salva� on Army Used Clothing and Household Goods Drive

The Salva� on Army in our community has asked for our help once again. There has been a 
significant decrease in donor dona� ons that supports our Salva� on Army thri�  stores and 
community programs in our county.

It is a great opportunity to de-clu� er those full closets and cupboards, as well as a conscious 

way to dispose of unwanted goods in a manner that helps struggling families in our

community!

What can you donate? We’re collec� ng the following items in well- � ed garbage bags: used 

clothing of all kinds, shoes, purses and belts, as well as bed and bath linens. We’re also

collec� ng the following household items in boxes: dishes, pots, pans, vases, decora� ve 

knick-knacks, jewelry, and glassware. Any furniture or larger dona� ons can be scheduled for 

prompt home pick-up by calling 1-800-SA-TRUCK!

Dona� ons will be gratefully accepted on Sunday, May 21st from 8 am to 12 pm at SUMC. This

is a clothing drive that everyone can feel good about suppor� ng; knowing that your used 

goods are ge� ng a second life through reuse by those most in need in our community!



Dear Family Promise Volunteers,

Thank you for being kind and always taking the time to check on us to see if we

need anything. You are always there to make us feel comfortable and you make

sure to keep us safe.

You make us good food and I like it when you eat dinner with us as a family. You

take time to stay overnight with us away from your own families. We are

thankful for a place to sleep every night.

You celebrated my special birthday with my favorite cake, how did you know? I

like how we play games and draw together.

Volunteers are very nice, thank you!

Hugs and kisses from all the families

April 2017

“Mother Knows Best:  The Power of Intui� on” -

On May 13 the East Stroudsburg United Methodist Women group is hos� ng the Northeast 

District Day Apart mee� ng from 9-2. All women of the church and community are invited.

The guest speaker is Alisha Gordan, Execu� ve Director of Spiritual Growth at the Na� onal 

Office of UMW in NYC.  Our mission for the day will be our local Angel’s Closet.  Please bring 

laye� e baby items to be used in Baby Bundles that are given to needy mothers in Monroe 

County. Bring a sandwich for lunch - beverage and dessert provided.  Any ques� ons contact 

Linda Drake 570-856-9395.

For those of you who remember Carole & Joe Vuchak -

I received a very nice card from them recently. They send their love and

blessings to all at SUMC.

If you would like to keep in touch with the Vuchak’s here is their address:

Carole & Joe Vuchak

403 Florence Circle

Statesville, NC 28625









FA TH E R’S D A Y B O O KL E T

Ju ne 18 th,adayto honororrememberthatspecialman in you rlife.

Names for the Father’s Day booklet will be taken after both services on May 28, June 4, and June 11. $2.00

per name, in honor of or in memory of. You may also call the church office with your requests. Please make

checks payable to SUMC Missions Committee.

In H onorof:____________________________________________

P resented by:___________________________________________

In H onorof:____________________________________________

P resented by:___________________________________________

In M emoryof:___________________________________________

P resented by:___________________________________________

In M emoryof:___________________________________________

P resented by:___________________________________________

D E A D L IN E IS JUN E 11th
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