
October is one of my favorite months of the 
year. The weather is starting to turn cooler and 
the leaves change into bright and brilliant 
colors! Living in the Poconos provides 
tremendous sights this time of year. Be sure to 
take some walks and enjoy the seasonal 
changes all around!

On October 6th we are celebrating 
Homecoming Sunday with one worship service 
at 10:00 a.m. This will be a celebration to 
remember, too! All year long we brought back 
former clergy and sons and daughters of the 
church to preach. This was quite a change for 
me because about once a month I was not 
preaching on Sunday morning. We heard some 
excellent sermons, too! Rev. Milt Hartenstine is 
coming to preach on Homecoming Sunday!

One overarching theme I heard from many of 
our guest preachers so far was this: Remember 
and celebrate the rich history in this church, but 
move forward (change) to keep growing into the 
future.

Admittedly, this is easier said than done. 
Change is never easy. Change requires 
different thinking and it also requires effort. 
Given to our own sedentary comfort, we’d prefer  
to have others change instead of us.

We exhibit this in a variety of ways. One 
example is expecting people to come to our 
church automatically, as if they just somehow 
knew we are here doing great things. How will 
they know if we don’t tell them? Advertising is 
sometimes a dirty word in the church, but 
without advertising what we are doing, how will 
people know what we are doing, and how will 
they know if there is something here for them? 

Another problem that makes change difficult is 
there is change all around us now. Most things 
change more quickly than in the past. Just 
yesterday I updated the operating system in my 
phone. Initially, I did not like it, even though it 
seemed faster to me. The colors changed, 
some of the viewing preferences changed, and I 
don’t like this kind of change all the time.

Change is a fact of life. I think the same could 
be said about the times Jesus lived in, too. 
Jesus was trying to change an entire way of 
religious thinking, and people don’t like change. 
I think this is particularly true in the church. 
Think about it: changes happen more and more 
frequently in our world, so many of us prefer to 
have the safety and security of sameness in the 
church. 

The problem with this thinking is that change is 
necessary. One could argue that the opposite of 
change is death. If we don’t change, we’re 
going to die! We certainly don’t want this to 
happen soon after we celebrate 225 years of 
ministry in this church.

So, what are you going to change in your life? I 
sometimes mention that the church has far too 
many pew-sitters: people who come to church 
for an hour and then leave without doing 
anything else for the church. What can you do 
for this church? We desperately need you to 
participate! What one thing can you change to 
make a difference here in the church?

    
! !      Bob Shank
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October 1
Song of Songs 5

October 2
Song of Songs 6
 
October 3
Song of Songs 7

October 4
Song of Songs 8

October 5
Isaiah 1

October 6
Isaiah 2

October 7
Isaiah 3

October 8
Isaiah 4

October 9
Isaiah 5

October 10
Isaiah 6

October 11
Isaiah 7

October 12
Isaiah 8

October 13
Isaiah 9

October 14
Isaiah 10

October 15
Isaiah 11

October 16
Isaiah 12

October 17
Isaiah 13

October 18
Isaiah 14

October 19
Isaiah 15

October 20
Isaiah 16

October 21
Isaiah 17

October 22
Isaiah 18

October 23
Isaiah 19

October 24
Isaiah 20

October 25
Isaiah 21

October 26
Isaiah 22

October 27
Isaiah 23

October 28
Isaiah 24

October 29
Isaiah 25

October 30
Isaiah 26
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Experiencing God Small Group

An Experiencing God Small Group will be starting on October 14th and will meet each Monday for

10 weeks. The group will meet in the Church Lounge at 6:00 PM for one and a half to two

hours. This study is truly inspiring and everyone who has participated has truly grown in faith and

understanding. Through this study, by Henry Blackaby, God can teach you how to know when He

is speaking to you; recognize His activity around you; adjust your life to Him and His ways; identify

what He wants to do through you: and to respond to His activity in your life.

The group will be led by Bob Cool - phone: 269-5987 or email:

huntingchef2011@hotmail.com and C.J. Penwell - phone: 421-1666 or email: cjpen53@ptd.net

and there is no cost for the study book. Please contact either Bob & C.J. to register for the study.

Wednesday Morning Bible Study (Group Bible Study)

Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am in the church Lounge. Bring your Bible.

Contact: Pastor Bob Shank - 421-6020

The Patriarchs (Group Bible Study)

Encountering the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The study demonstrates that God keeps

covenant even when we don’t. Somehow His plan gets accomplished and anyone who has been

privileged to be a part of it is left, without a shadow of a doubt, that it happened through God

alone. A must for understanding the foundation of the New Testament. Every week Beth takes us

to scenes filmed in Egypt. Her lessons are gripping, adventurous and filled with life application.

This is a Group Bible Study by Beth Moore. Open to everyone but especially women. Presentation

is video with a work book. Begins Wednesday, October 2, 1:30 to about 3:00. Class is 10 weeks.

Held in the church Lounge.

Contact: JoAnn Calkins - 402-1210; carotjce@ptd.net or the church office - 421-6020

Too Busy Not to Pray (Coming Soon)

Slowing down to be with God, a small group study based on the book by Bill Hybels. Most of us

have trouble finding time to pray. There’s church, school, neighborhood, jobs and recreation. And

then the crises hits. Pastor Hybels has made the hard discovery that prayer doesn’t happen on the

run. He decided he was too busy not to pray. The idea in this practical book can help us to learn

to slow down to be with God as well.

Contact: Pam Cool - 269-5987; fortwobirds@yahoo.com Begins late October, time and date to be

announced.



“Keys to Strengthening Relationships”

Seminars to be Held at

Reeders UMC

Reeders UMC is offering a series of 4 seminars beginning on October 12, 2013 and continuing

through February 8, 2014.

On October 12, speaker Leslie Vernick will begin the series with Overcoming Tough Issues in

Relationships:

 Depression Proof Your Life

 How to Act Right When Your Spouse Acts Wrong

 The Emotionally Destructive Relationship

November 6-9 - A Growing Marriage with Bill & Debbie Zacharias

January 18, 2014 - Skills for Better Parent-Child Relationships with Deb Mark

February 8, 2014 - Maintaining Healthy Boundaries with Family and Friends with Carol Andersen

& Lorna Clause

Registration forms and flyers are in the back of the sanctuary.

**You can also register online for the seminars or call 570.629.1712.

All seminars are free. Child care is provided free by the staff of Little Blessings Nursery School.

Snacks are provided at sign in for each event.

Resource tables provide access to helpful information.

**For additional information please visit: www.strengtheningrelationships.net

******************************************************************



SUMC Small Groups 2013-2014

Mostly Mondays

For: Current ongoing group and open to everyone. Get acquainted and develop supportive

relationships with others. New members welcome up to a total of 12 group members.

This small group will be studying and making prayer beads.

Meetings: Usually Monday evenings, 7:00 pm in the Lounge; when scheduling conflicts occur,

meets Tuesday night.

Contact: Peggy Stewart - 424-0625 or bpstew@juno.com

The Digging Deeper Small Group

For: Anyone who wants to dig deeper into their faith and grow spiritually.

You will need: A Bible.

Meetings: Tuesdays, 7:00 pm in the small conference room.

Contact: Pastor Bob Shank - 421-6020

Stitch and Pray Small Group

For: Beginner and experienced knitters and crocheters.

Purpose: Compassion and the love of knitting and crocheting have been combined into a prayerful

ministry which reaches out to those in need of comfort and solace, as well as in celebration and

joy

through prayer shawls. We welcome all levels of experience from beginner to those wanting to

increase their knowledge or to share their expertise with others while experiencing the

companionship of a small group.

You will need: No materials are required. Current members will share their equipment.

Meetings: First Wednesday of every month @ 2pm in the church Lounge; Third Tuesday of every

month @ 7pm in the church Lounge or if conflicts arise - Fellowship Room.

Contact: Carole Everitt - 421-0459.

ReGROUP:

Training groups to be groups by Henry Cloud, Bill Donahue and John Thompson. A dvd program

with group practice sessions of 8-10 hours. This session will guide-leader and group together-into

new closeness and effectiveness. Designed to create healthy group dynamics and an

atmosphere that fosters personal growth, this innovative approach equips both group leaders and

members with essential skills and values for creating truly life-changing groups. This class is

strongly recommended for every person will be a small group leader or even Sunday School teach-

er. The class is scheduled for Saturday, 1/11/2014, 9am-4pm with an evening to follow during the

week.

Contact JoAnn Calkins 402-1210 or carotjce@ptd.net



STEWARDSHIP

During the month of August our income for the general fund and capital improvements totaled

$13,735.39 and our expenses for that time frame were $19,752.49 leaving us with a deficit of

$6,017.10 for the month. Our YTD deficit is $26,896.58. We continue to draw on Property and

Building Funds to meet our daily expenses. The good news is that we are making more interest on

our reserve funds than the past year and to date our investment gain is $56,835.12. Factoring out

our deficit spending and investment loss for August of $8453.52 we have a $21,485.02 increase,

thanks to interest rates, to our reserve funding. Again, we must consider our future and the needs

of our church building in regard to maintenance and upkeep as well as our programs as we

continue to expend funding for daily expenses from those funds. Thank you to all who have

maintained your pledged amounts for the year. If you are behind in your annual pledge please

attempt to update your giving. As we approach our annual stewardship appeal, please give

prayerful consideration to your financial commitment to SUMC.

Thank you to all who have been so faithful in your giving to the elevator fund. During the month

of August $1,265.00 in giving was designated for the elevator fund. To date, total giving for the

elevator project is $285,688.31 with $327,325.00 having been paid to Edinger Construction, leaving

us with a deficit of $41,636.69 in giving toward payments for the elevator project. Again, those

funds were drawn from the Property & Building funds to meet our expenses for the project. We are

awaiting the final estimated bill of $41,685.00.

The Stewardship Committee is beginning the process of formulating a proposed budget for 2014.

Requests for the 2014 budget will be reviewed at our Oct. 7 meeting. We ask that all committees

and chairpersons have their requests submitted by Oct. 6.

Our committee also continues to work on a written Internal Control Policy for SUMC as dictated by

The Discipline of the UMC. Once completed, the policies will be presented to Daniel’s Dream Team

for adoption and then presented to the congregation.

Please keep our church and our committee in your prayers as we begin our annual Stewardship

Campaign “Grow as Stewards through Faith, Love and Hope!” October 27 through November 10.

We hope that you will also plan to attend the Ministry Fair on November 10. Please be sure to

read other articles in this Courier regarding both events.

Stewardship Committee: Carole Everitt, Paul Edinger, Fran Harrison, Dan Butz, Kirsten Lee, Ruth

Weber, Sharon Cottle, Drenen Tucker



Family Promise News & Events

Did you know that one out of every four people who is home-

less is a child? Or, that families with children make up 40% of the

people in this country who are homeless? Family homelessness is a

national problem.

The week of October 20-27 is Family Promise Week. Our lo-

cal Affiliate Family Promise of Monroe County is one of 182 pro-

grams across the country uniting the faith community to help children

and their families who are homeless. Family Promise Week will raise

awareness about the issue as well as celebrate the service of our

congregation and others to serve our brothers and sisters in need.

You can participate in Family Promise Week by volunteering, telling others about Family Promise

of Monroe County or visiting their website at familypromisepa.com to learn more. Family Prom-

ise is holding a family event to unite the local network of churches on Saturday, October 26 at the

East Stroudsburg United Methodist Church from 3 pm-8 pm. Come join in the fun at a Hallow-

een decorated 18-hole mini golf course within the church building and stay for hot dogs and

make your own ice cream sundaes. Wear a costume (but not too scary) and you may win Best

Costume or Best Golf Score. There are individual, youth group, family and golf/dinner combi-

nation tickets available at the door. Adult and child-size putters will be available.

Here at SUMC we are hosting families the week of October 13. Sign up sheets are in the Fellow-

ship Room. There are many opportunities for volunteers still available. If you have q uestions,

please contact Kathy Cook. As always, thank you for whatever help you can provide. Remember-

EVERYONE NEEDS A HOME.

There will be a clothing drive on October 18 at Faith UMC from 9am-6pm. Please donate your

clean, gently used clothing items, belts, shoes, hats, gloves, linens, etc. Stuffed animals and small

hard toys are being accepted also. For more information, please call 420-8589 or email:

director@ptd.net



Singing Boys of Pennsylvania and the Keystone Girls Choir Concert

When: Saturday, October 26, 2013

Where: Stroudsburg United Methodist Church Sanctuary

Time: 7:30 pm

Tickets: Adults - $10.00, Students and seniors - $8.00.

Call for tickets: 610-759-6002

Write for tickets: Singing Boys of Pennsylvania

PO Box 206

Wind Gap, PA 18091

Questions: Call Ken Werner, 610-759-6002

*****************************************************************

SERVICE FOR VETERANS DAY

dŚĞ�D ĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�Θ��ǀ ĂŶŐĞůŝƐŵ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ǁ ŝůů

����ďĞ�ƉƵƫ ŶŐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�Ă�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŚŽŶŽƌŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ǀ ĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�s ĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ��ĂǇ�ŝŶ�E Žǀ ĞŵďĞƌ͘

����dŚŝƐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐĞƌǀ ĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�' ƵĂƌĚ�Žƌ�ZĞƐĞƌǀ ĞƐ͘ �/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�Žƌ�Ă�ůŽǀ ĞĚ�ŽŶĞ�

����ƐĞƌǀ ĞĚ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĂŶĚͬ Žƌ�ǇŽƵƌƐĞůĨ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŚŽŶŽƌĞĚ͕ ��ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�Ă

    picture, preferably in uniform, to C.J. Penwell or to the church office. The picture will be 

scanned and returned to you. The veteran does not necessarily have to be a member of

Stroudsburg United Methodist Church, past or present. We would like to honor all whether

they are currently serving, are out of the service, or even if they are deceased. Along with

the picture please provide their name, rank if known, and branch of service. Please have

����Ăůů�ƉŝĐƚƵƌĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƵƐ�ďǇ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϭϱ͘ ��WůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ��͘ : ͘ �WĞŶǁ Ğůů�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĂŶǇ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�-

421-1666.



To Serve You in October

Greeters 8:30

6 Norma Snow

13 Ann Litchman

20 Jack & Barbara Hineline

27 �ĂƌŽůĞ�Θ�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ��ǀ ĞƌŝƩ

11:00

6 Joanne Reed

13 BJ Bachman

20 Janet & Norm Marsh

27 Roy Pipher

Ushers 8:30

Ray Singer

Alice Singer

DeAnn Harris

Bob Howell

11:00

Dick Seip

Bob Dellicker

Sue Gouger

Kelly Edinger

Eva Knight

Counters

�ĂƌŽůĞ��ǀ ĞƌŝƩ

Ray Singer

Bob & Pam Cool

Altar Guild

�ůĞĂŶŽƌ��ĞŶƚǌŽŶŝ�Θ��ĞƩǇ�̂ ĐŚƵůĞƌ

Soup Kitchen

6 Cherry Lane UMC-Pastor Heidi Silliman

13 Analomink UMC-Nancy Shoemaker

20 Cherry Valley UMC-Fred Catalano

27 Wooddale UMC-Ken Joyce

Tuesday nights @ 6pm-Daughters of Thunder

Outreach

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Ministers Everyone

Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good

Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman

Church Secretary Jackie Herrero

Choir Director Dave Lantz

Organist Marti Lantz

Youth Leader Vin Zelizo

Handbell Director Lynn Seip

Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:

Daniel’s Dream Team

Chairperson, Boyd Butz

boydbutz@stroudsburgumc.com

Worship

Chairpersons, Ralph Harrison, Pastor Bob Shank

bobshank@stroudsburgumc.com

Property & Building

Chairperson, Dick Seip

relseip@ptd.net

Servant Resource Team

Chairperson, Beryl Hellgren

berylhellgren@stroudsburgumc.com

Stewardship

Chairperson, Carole Everitt

caroleeveritt@stroudsburgumc.com

Missions

Chairperson, Alberta Weber

albertaweber@stroudsburgumc.com

Membership & Evangelism

Chairperson, Peggy Stewart bpstew@juno.com

Lay Leader Beryl Hellgren



Stroudsburg United Methodist Women News

Fall is here and we have been busy making jelly for sale at the Boutique. There will be five flavors this year:

Strawberry, Blueberry, Peach, Raspberry and Dutch Apple. New this year will be a syrup for your ice cream.

Keep the date in mind - November 2, the first Saturday.

October Schedule

UMW Meeting - October 22, 2013 @ 7 pm in the Lounge.

October 25, 2013 - Cleaning out UMW closet downstairs. If anyone other than UMW has

anything stored in that closet, please let a member of UMW know before 10/25.

October 26, 2013 - Making peanut brittle downstairs.

October 30, 2013 - Making soup downstairs.

Our trunk item for this month is body lotion.

******************************************************************

Church Trip to Radio City Music Hall

Christmas Spectacular

Saturday, December 14, 2013

We are planning a church bus trip to Radio City Music Hall on Saturday, December

14 and need to get an idea of how many people are interested. We really need to

know by October 6. The cost of the trip including bus fare will be $58.00 per

person.

We would be leaving the church parking lot that Saturday morning in order to get

into New York City for the 9:00 am show at Radio City Music Hall. Departure time from the

church parking lot is still being determined.

After the show you would be able to go off and shop, eat, sight see, etc., and then

we’ll meet back in Times Square for the bus ride home. We will be leaving NYC

at 3:00 pm for the trip home to Stroudsburg.

Please sign up at the back of the sanctuary if you are interested or call me in the church office -

421-6020.

Thank you! Jackie



October Birthdays

2 Floyd Williams

4 Janet Marsh

6 Michael Fox

8 Ted Good

11 Marti Lantz

15 Alina Adams

19 Marylyn Block

22 Matt Parton

23 Matt Transue

24 Nick Herrero

28 Jim Maroney

30 Ivan Moyer

30 Lynda Williams

If you would like a card on your special day,

please call the church office-421-6020.

JAMI LIPE

OUR PHOTOGRAPHER

dŚĞ�D ĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ĂŶĚ��ǀ ĂŶŐĞůŝƐŵ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�
ǁ ŝƐŚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĂŶŬ�:Ăŵŝ�>ŝƉĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŚĞƌ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�
photo of the large stained glass window
ĚĞƉŝĐƟŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�̂ Ăǀ ŝŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽƐƚ�ƐŚĞĞƉ͘�dŚĂƚ�
photo is the one that is reproduced on the
ŵĞŵŽƌŝĂů�ƟůĞ͘
dŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ƐĂŵƉůĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�D �Θ���ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ƚŽ�
Divine Designs, the company we had chosen
ƚŽ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƟůĞ͕�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƌĞũĞĐƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�
too dark to do the colorful beauty of the
ǁ ŝŶĚŽǁ �ũƵƐƟĐĞ͘��:Ăŵŝ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ůŝŐŚƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�Ğǀ ĞŶ�ŚŽǁ �ƚŚĞ�ƐƵŶ�ƐŚŽŶĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
church would make a difference in the
outcome of the picture.
^Ž�:Ăŵŝ͕�ǁ ŚŽ�ĂƩĞŶĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ϴ͘ϯϬ��D �ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�
arrived quite early one nice Sunday morning,
ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŐŚƟŶŐ�ƐĞĞŵĞĚ�ĨĂǀ ŽƌĂďůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽŽŬ�
several shots of the window.
One of Jami’s pictures was chosen over
ƐĞǀ ĞƌĂů�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�ŚĂĚ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ͘ ���dŚĞ�ŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ�
ĂƌƟƐƚƐ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞĂƵƚǇ�
and the clarity of the colors in her photo.
When you see Jami please thank here for her
ĚĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ŝƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ƌŝŐŚƚ͘ ��t Ğ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�
featuring her pictures on other occasions.
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