
Our church has a rich history. We were founded 
in 1788, which means our church is 227 years 
old! Think about it: this church has been making 
a spiritual difference in our community for all 
these years. Just think about all the people 
we’ve touched!

Our present church building was constructed in 
1914, which means it is just over 100 years old! 
Many visitors who see the inside of our building 
typically mention one of two things: it is beautiful  
or it is much bigger inside than I imagined! 
There is a beauty here in our building that many 
of us take for granted week after week. We take 
for granted the beautiful woodwork in our 
sanctuary or the elegant and stunning sound of 
our pipe organ or spacious Akron Plan of our 
fellowship and adjoining rooms. This is typical of 
people who come into a structure week after 
week. We forget to notice the beauty and the 
details of this holy space.

Well, we forget until something happens to 
remind us! When the bell tower started to 
crumble and we realized all the damage that 
was done, we began to take more notice. As I 
am writing this article, I’ve been up to the top of 
the bell tower five times in the last two days for 
television and newspaper interviews. It is 
always enjoyable for me because I get to 
observe firsthand the reactions to the news 
media reporters and camera operators as they 
have to climb the old rickety ladders to get to 
the top of the bell tower to see and film the 
damage and interviews. Some facial 
expressions are priceless!

As I was driving home from the church the other 
day, I was thinking about our long, rich history 
and our place in it today. Taking the perspective 

of our long history of 227 years, we are here to 
make our impact in a relatively short timespan. 
I, for example, have only been here 13 1/2 
years of these 227. This is a very small fraction. 
Besides, what difference can one person or 
even a small group make in such an historical 
place?

And yet, as we celebrate our history we 
continue to make history today! Even though 
the tower is crumbling and in need of desperate 
attention, this dilemma has put our church out 
into the community like nothing else in recent 
history. Also, I had no idea how many people in 
our community enjoyed hearing the bells of our 
quarterly chimes throughout the day, until I 
heard them say so in some of the interviews or 
to me firsthand! Here is one unexpected way, at 
least to me, that we are reaching out into our 
community in a Christian and caring way!

As I continued thinking about this on my drive 
home, I thought: “We have a history of reaching 
out to people and making a difference in their 
lives and inviting them to be disciples or 
followers of something bigger in this life.” This is 
something that happened way back when we 
were first founded and something that continues 
to happen today. We should be very proud of 
our church and its people who have continued 
this amazing history throughout all these years.

Do you know you are living out history today? 
What will people say about this era in our 
church life? Will we be able to make a 
significant difference in some people’s lives? 
Will we make more disciples for Jesus? 

    
! !      Bob Shank
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The M em bership and Evangelism Team

invites everyone to a

Saturday, October 3rd at 5:30 pm
We’ll provide: Baked Ham & beverages

(iced tea,punch,and coffee)

We’d like you to bring: Salads, sides, or desserts

Our Program will be:

“SUMC’s Got Talent”
Do you have a talent?S inging,dancing,playing an
instrum ent,telling a joke,walking on yourhands?

W hateveritis,plan to share itwith us!

Help us plan:P lease callthe church office (570-421-6020)and
letus know how m any willbe com ing and whattype ofdish you
plan to bring. A lso,letus know ifyou have a talentto share!

We will also provide: paperplates,cups & plastic ware,
butfeelfree to bring yourown place setting ifyou like.

Questions?? C ontactP eggy S tewart
570-424-0625 orbpstew@ juno.com



October Birthdays

2 Carrie Zelizo

4 Janet Marsh

6 Michael Fox

8 Ted Good

11 Marti Lantz

15 Alina Adams

19 Marylyn Block

22 Matt Parton

23 Matt Transue

24 Nick Herrero

28 Jim Maroney

28 Margie Good

30 Ivan Moyer

If you would like a card on

your special day, please call the

church office - 421-6020.

The Membership and Evangelism Committee is

organizing the recognition of our Veterans again

this November. If you, a family member, or

loved one served in the military and would like

them included please drop off a copy of their

picture (in uniform if possible) to the church

office. The picture will be scanned and

returned to you. If you can scan the picture,

please send an electronic copy to

cjpen53@ptd.net. All branches of the

military - Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast

Guard or any of the Reserves or National Guard

are included. If you have any questions, please

contact the church office or C.J. Penwell at the

email address above or by phone - 570-421-

1666.

**********************

Send a card, email, text, make a phone call……

Let our Pastors know how much we

appreciate all they do!



When you see Dick Seip, please thank him for all the many hours and days he spent on the very tedious
efforts that he put into pulling together the monumental task of finding a contractor that was willing to even 
take a look at the job and then decide that his firm could do the work to repair the bell tower.

Dick deserves our thanks and prayers for his dedica� on to our/his church and its members.

For the congrega� on,
Beryl Hellgren

Lay Leader

***************************************************************
Our hear� elt thanks.

Much belated thanks to everyone who a� ended and helped us celebrate the life of our beloved daughter 
and sister Christa. It was both a comfort and a joy for us to share her exploits with you. We were touched
by your posi� ve comments.
We were also touched and comforted by Pastor Bob’s words of solace. It was amazing to us, that he was
able to portray and present the spirit of Christa as if he had known her for a long � me. Thank you very 
much Pastor Bob.
A special thanks to Paul Edinger for opera� ng the sound system, to Jackie Herrero for her help in pu� ng 
together the bulle� n and program, to Alex Herrero for recording the event and to Lynn Seip for her
beau� ful music. Thanks also, of course, to Joni Singer and the Care Team who so graciously added their 
help under difficult odds.

In Chris� an Love,

The Hellgren Family

***************************************************************

Soup Kitchen Pantry Items Needed

We are in need of pasta sauce, baked beans, green beans and corn for our soup kitchen
pantry. If you could help out with this need it would be greatly appreciated!

Thank you!!



“We’ll wash your truck so Pocono Plateau can buy their truck…”

Pocono Plateau Camp and Retreat Center is in need of a truck to support their camping ministries
throughout the year. The Pocono Cluster churches of the United Methodist Church are hosting a car wash

to help raise funds for this ministry.

When: Sunday, October 18, 2015
12:30 – 3:00 pm

Where: Stroudsburg UMC
547 Main St., Stroudsburg

Cost: Donations of any amount to support Pocono Plateau

Hosted by Analomink UMC, Cherry Lane UMC, Cherry Valley UMC, East Stroudsburg UMC, Faith UMC, Poplar Valley UMC, Reeders
Church, Stroudsburg UMC, and Wooddale UMC

********************************************

Save the Bells!

You have probably heard about the repairs needed on our church bell tower. And the fact
that we have had to silence our church bells to avoid more damage. Please

consider dona� ng to help with this costly expense.  You can either make a dona� on online
or send a check to the church marked for the “Bell Tower”.  Every li� le bit helps!

h� p://www.gofundme.com/km4ab3w8

h� ps://www.facebook.com/SUMCSavetheBells



Thank you to all of you who donated items, baked goodies and helped the day of StroudFest!

We could not have done it without you!

Pastor Bob

Membership & Evangelism

Dave & Kathy Cook

Gary & Laurie Braman

Sue Scarborough

Peggy Stewart

Marina Maroney

Bob & Joanne Reed

The Kopec family

The Allen family

Marisa Seip

Julia Webster

Jeane� e Kuhns

Cathy Doane

Roz Evans

Gerald & Joycelynn Neil

Ray & Alice Singer

Jenny Bogart

Joni Singer

Doris Philips

Be� y Michelin

DeAnn Harris

Krista Montgomery

Michael Folk

Lynn & Dick Seip

Carole & John Burrus

Gale Butz

Margie & Ted Good

Rick Felch

Bill Hardy

Vin Zelizo

Alex Herrero

Although it was a lot of hard work, we had a lot of fun the en� re day AND we raised $625.00!

Thank you all again! Jackie (P.S. I hope I didn’t forget anyone!)





To Serve You in October

Greeters 8:30

4 Walter & Hilda Roeckendorf

11 John & Carole Burrus

18 Ray & Alice Singer

25 Ronald & Jenny Bogart

11:00

4 Joanne Reed

11 Sue, Beth & Charles Armitage

18 Sue & Bill Weitzmann

25 BJ Bachman

Ushers 8:30

Ray Singer

Alice Singer

DeAnn Harris

11:00

Bob Cool

Counters

Carole Everitt & Pam Price

Altar Guild

Alice Singer & Betty Schuler

Soup Kitchen

Sunday afternoon at 4 pm

4 Analomink UMC-Nancy Shoemaker

11 Pocono Internal Medicine-Nancy Fisch

18 E. Stroudsburg Baptist Youth-Doug Romaine

25 McMichael UMC-Rachel Shock

Tuesday evening at 5 pm

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Ministers Everyone

Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good

Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman

Church Secretary Jackie Herrero

Choir Director David Lantz

Organist Marti Lantz

Youth Leader Vin Zelizo

Handbell Director Lynn Seip

Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:

Daniel’s Dream Team

Chairperson, Sue Scarborough

admin@poconoymca.org

Worship

Chairperson, Pastor Bob Shank

bobshank@stroudsburgumc.com

Property & Building

Chairperson, Dick Seip relseip@ptd.net

Servant Resource Team

Chairperson, C. J. Penwell cjpen53@ptd.net

Stewardship

Chairperson, Paul Edinger

paul.edinger@stroudsburgumc.com

Missions

Chairperson,

Membership & Evangelism

Chairperson, Peggy Stewart bpstew@juno.com

Lay Leader Beryl Hellgren

bykoh@verizon.net
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