
The month of May brings many new things to 
us. You all know the old saying, “April showers 
bring May flowers.” Well, new flowers are 
coming or are already here. May is a definite 
sign of the changing seasons, especially after 
such a long, cold winter.

May also is the month when we celebrate 
Mother’s Day. Be sure to thank your mother on 
this special day and bring her to worship with 
you if you can. If your mother is no longer with 
us, thank God for her life and for how she 
brought you up and shaped your life. Mother’s 
Day is a very important celebration!

Our Annual Conference is also held in May. This 
yearly meeting of our conference is where the 
business of our church gets worked out. We 
vote on some possible changes in our 
conference and this year we will be voting for 
candidates to represent us at next year’s 
General Conference. The quadrennial General 
Conference is a very important session where 
our denomination votes on possible polity and 
rule changes for our church at large. Please 
pray for your representatives to Annual 
Conference: Paul Edinger, Jeff & Audrey Weber, 
and me. We will be representing our church at 
this important meeting and could use your 
prayers!

May is one of my favorite months for a few 
reasons. First, it marks some definite signs of 
spring. It also was the month when my parents 
were married. Without them I would not be here! 
May is also the month Denise was born and 
each May we celebrated her birthday. It will be a 
bit different this year, now that she is gone, but I 
will still thank God for her birthday and for the 
beautiful gift she was to me!

One of our praise songs is entitled, “Give 
Thanks.” The chorus goes like this:

! Give thanks with a grateful heart
! Give thanks to the Holy One
! Give thanks because He’s given
! Jesus Christ, His Son

! ! ! ! -by Don Moen

There are many reasons to give thanks to God. 
The problem is that so many times we forget to 
thank God. We take so many things for granted 
and just plain forget to thank God for them. This 
is something we must change in our lives. We 
need to thank God for all that we receive in our 
daily lives.

What are you thankful for today?

Take a moment each day this month to thank 
God. Thank God for the blessings you are 
grateful for in your life. Thank God for the 
special people who have affected you. Thank 
God each day this month.

God wants to hear from us. So take the time to 
converse with God and give thanks!

    
! !      Bob Shank
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May 1
1 John 3

May 2
1 John 4
 
May 3
I John 5

May 4
Hebrews 1

May 5
Hebrews 2

May 6
Hebrews 3

May 7
Hebrews 4

May 8
Hebrews 5

May 9
Hebrews 6

May 10
Hebrews 7

May 11
Hebrews 8

May 12
Hebrews 9

May 13
Hebrews 10

May 14
Hebrews 11

May 15
Hebrews 12

May 16
Hebrews 13

May 17
Hebrews 14

May 18
Ezekiel 1

May 19
Ezekiel 2

May 20
Ezekiel 3

May 21
Ezekiel 4

May 22
Ezekiel 5

May 23
Ezekiel 6

May 24
Ezekiel 7

May 25
Ezekiel 8

May 26
Ezekiel 9

May 27
Ezekiel 10

May 28
Ezekiel 11

May 29
Ezekiel 12

May 30
Ezekiel 13

May 31
Ezekiel 14
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The doorbell rings unexpectedly, and you go to answer it.  The delivery person is wearing a DHL uniform and the 
yellow truck is in front of your home.  You sign where instructed and then look at the return address, “Buckingham 
Palace, London, UK”.  You are astounded, then suspicious.  You open the DHL package to find a letter hand 
addressed to you. 
 
The letter states that an investigation of the royal British family finds you are a long lost relative of the Queen of 
Great Britain and the UK.  You are asked to call any British Consulate you choose and give the person answering the 
phone the code number listed in the letter, and they will do the rest.    
 
Finding a phone number for the New York City British Consulate, you call the number and an operator with a 
distinctly British accent answers the call, greets you and asks you to identify yourself.  You give the receptionist 
your name and the code number given in the letter of introduction.  After several seconds you hear the words, 
“Thank you, and please hold for Her Royal Highness, the Queen.”  Several seconds pass and a number of “clicks” 
and then a strangely familiar voice says “Hullo” to you.  Elizabeth II, Queen of the United Kingdom begins speaking 
to you by describing the investigation, your potential new position in British society and goes on to invite you to a 
personal audience with her at Buckingham Palace at her expense. 
 
What thoughts go through your head at the possibility of being recognized as British royalty?  How do you wrap 
your head around the possibility of meeting Queen Elizabeth II, and having a private audience with her?  Do you 
worry about how you should dress and appear to her and how you should comport yourself in her presence?  All 
kinds of thoughts go through your mind at this new and slightly bizarre situation. 
 
Did you know that there is a Sovereign greater than Queen Elizabeth or any other earthly regent, who has extended 
to you an invitation to visit with Him any time you wish day or night? Did you know that as a Christian (Christ One) 
you are adopted by God and that you are a child of the King of Kings and an eternal member of His family and He 
states that you have a right to be in His presence? 
 
Did you know that God through Jesus Christ and by His Holy Spirit has extended a specific invitation to all who are 
in His family on earth to call on Him?  We do not need to worry about what we are wearing when we are in His 
presence.  We do not need to think about how we should comport ourselves in His presence.  We do not even need 
a special invitation.  All we need to do is seek His face, and talk with Him. 
 
Did you know that God has promised to those who call on Him to show them great and mighty things?  (Jeremiah 
33:3 - “Call unto me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you know not.”)   
 
Did you know that He has told us to come boldly before His throne to bring Him our petitions and requests?  
(Hebrews 4:16 – “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need.”) 
 
Did you know that He has promised that He will meet all our needs?  (Philippians 4:19 – “And my God will meet all 
your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”) 
 
Did you know that He has promised to NEVER leave us, abandon us, and to ALWAYS be available when we need 
Him?  (Deuteronomy 31:8 – “The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor 
forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.") 
 
All we need to do is pray.  Try it, you may like it!  (Psalm 34:8 – “Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the 
one who takes refuge in him.”) 
 
Dave Cottle, Membership & Evangelism Committee, Prayer Ministry 



To Serve You in May

Greeters 8:30

3 Jackie Herrero

10 Walter & Hilda Roeckendorf

17 Janet Woolever

24 Irene Goforth

31 Ron & Jenny Bogart

11:00

3 Betty Michelin

10 Joanne Reed

17 Janet & Debbie Marsh

24 Sherry Lombardi

31 Ana & Bob Dellicker

Ushers 8:30

Ray Singer

Alice Singer

DeAnn Harris

11:00

C.J. Penwell

Counters

Ray Singer & Sue Gouger

Altar Guild

Alice Singer & Cathy Doane

Soup Kitchen

Sunday afternoons at 4 pm

3 Cherry Valley UMC - Fred Catalano

10 Cindy Barth - Family & friends

17 Berean Bible Fellowship - Sylvia Carmella

24 Girl Scouts/McMichael UMC

- Rachel Shock

31 Pen Argyl UMC - Tom Odenwelder

Tuesday evenings at 5 pm

OUR CHURCH STAFF:

Ministers Everyone

Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good

Pastor of Church Growth Gar Pollard

Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman

Church Secretary Jackie Herrero

Interim Choir Director Jeanette Kuhns

Organist Marti Lantz

Youth Leader Vin Zelizo

Handbell Director Lynn Seip

Custodian Matt Parton

OUR CHURCH LEADERS:

Daniel’s Dream Team

Chairperson, Sue Scarborough

admin@poconoymca.org

Worship

Chairperson, Pastor Bob Shank

bobshank@stroudsburgumc.com

Property & Building

Chairperson, Dick Seip relseip@ptd.net

Servant Resource Team

Chairperson, C. J. Penwell cjpen53@ptd.net

Stewardship

Chairperson, Paul Edinger

paul.edinger@stroudsburgumc.com

Missions

Chairperson, Alberta Weber

albertaweber@stroudsburgumc.com

Membership & Evangelism

Chairperson, Peggy Stewart bpstew@juno.com

Lay Leader Beryl Hellgren

bykoh@verizon.net



May Birthdays

1 Joseph Vuchak

3 Matthew Transue

6 Barbara Hineline

9 Bill Stewart

10 Beryl Hellgren

13 Boyd Butz

13 Leia Transue

15 Hannah Imgrund

21 Sheryl Flatt

24 Pam Cool

25 Jack Hineline

29 Ryan DeHaven

29 Chris DeHaven

If you would like a card on your

special day, please call the

church office -

570-421-6020.

To my SUMC family:

Thank you so much for all your cards, phone

calls, thoughts and prayers as I recover from my

surgery. My recovery has been uneventful

though a slow process. Your encouraging notes

and knowing that others care have made a

difficult time easier to bear.

I will be beginning follow up treatment of

radiation and chemo probably at the end of April

and ask for your continued prayers that those

treatments go well and with God’s healing grace

I have a full recovery.

- Carole Everitt

*********************************

UMW Item of the Month

for May is:

Non-spiral notepads

Please place your donations in the trunk

in the Fellowship Room.

Thank you!



A message from Velamint, our Christian

donkey …….

Dear SUMC friends,

It’s me, Velamint, the Palm Sunday donkey. I

sure love coming to visit every year! Many

people were asking how old I am, and I want-

ed to clear this up. I am only 14 years old! I’m

looking forward to many more Palm Sundays!

Hosanna,

Velamint

********************************

Address Updates:

Ann Edinger

390 Golf Course Road

Saylorsburg, PA 18353

Charles Jones

1170 West Main Street, Apt. 243

Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Ron & Romayne Van Why

2203 West Main Street

Stroudsburg, PA 18360

May Upcoming Events at SUMC:

May 9 - Venture Crew 86 Mother’s Day Dinner

Dinner served promptly at 5 pm in the

church dining room. (Single seating)

$9.00 per person; children 7 years or

younger $5.00 per person.

Menu: Fresh salad, ham, mashed potatoes,

corn, honey glazed carrots & fresh dinner

rolls. Beverages: Coffee, tea, fruit juice,

iced tea. Dessert: Fresh apple, peach &

cherry cobblers with a choice of homemade

chocolate or vanilla ice cream.

May 17 - Spring Concert

3 pm in the sanctuary. Join us as we spring

through a year of music and drama. A

variety of music from our Senior Choir,

Cherub Choir, Bell Choirs, piano, organ,

instrumentalists, soloists and much, much

more. Refreshments to follow in the

Fellowship Room.

May 30 - “Beginning of Summer” Cookout/

Covered Dish Dinner - Hosted

by Membership & Evangelism

5:30 - 8:00 pm



Free Movie Night!

Friday, June 12, 2015

7:00 pm in the sanctuary

“The Visual Bible: The Gospel of John”

The story of Jesus' life as told by the apostle John, narrated by Christopher Plummer.

Rated PG-13 Runs for 125 minutes

Free Popcorn! Bottled water and movie candy

available for $1.00 each











FAMILY PROMISE INFORMATION

Family Promise of Monroe County is a program committed to helping low-income families throughout

Monroe County to achieve lasting independence. Stroudsburg United Methodist Church has committed

to host families by providing shelter, meals and fellowship.

Highlights of the 2014 Program Service Report (posted on the Family Promise bulletin board) provide

the following information:

Families sheltered 16

children ages 0-17 21

Total church hours 9002

Dinner meals prepared 1816

Sign-up sheets are posted several weeks prior to the scheduled arrival of the families to SUMC. Ways

individuals can assist with the program include:

Set up/Tear Down – set up Fellowship Room (remove round tables, move furniture, move TV), get

family bedrooms ready, make changes in kitchen to accommodate families. Laundering sheets and

blankets at the end of the week.

Donations – a list of items needed to accommodate family needs, including foods, beverages and

supportive items is posted prior to scheduled visit. Monetary donations are used to purchase items

needed for the week that have not been donated and for needs that arise during their stay as well as for

other support items (i.e. portable heaters, insulated drapes). Families are required to save the majority

of their income; therefore, we try to meet their needs while at SUMC

Leisure items – i.e. used “G” rated videos for family viewing, board games for all ages

Volunteer training or “refresher” training will be scheduled and date announced. A video is shown

describing the program and interviews participants in the program speaking from their perspective. In

addition a representative from FP of Monroe County will be present to answer any questions. Please

contact Kathy Cook to attend Volunteer Training session. All volunteers urged to attend.

FAMILY PROMISE EVENTS:

On Going Clothing Drive – The 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month clothing, shoes, and linens may be

brought to the Day Center. If assistance is needed with this, please contact Kathy Cook.

Spring Fashion Show & Luncheon – April 19th at Lawnhaven Stroudsmoor, 1:00-4:00

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT FAMILY PROMISE VISIT Family Promise.PA.org
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