
Daily Scripture Readings

For as long as I can remember, my extended 
family has celebrated Thanksgiving and 
Christmas together. We have our own 
immediate family celebrations to be sure, but 
we gather each night on Thanksgiving and 
Christmas to celebrate the holidays together. 
Many, many special memories were formed in 
my childhood from these gatherings. Special 
relatives and grandparents loved me and 
accepted me and we always shared time with 
one another. There is just something about 
being together. I guess it all started when 
someone thought it was important enough to 
invite the family together. These originators of 
the family tradition are gone now, but the next 
generation felt it important to continue. I am so 
glad they do!

I gave a sermon a few weeks ago on the 
importance of saying “thank you.” Thanksgiving 
is a very important holiday for me. I was taught 
to say please and thank you. It is kind of a 
shame that we only have one day out of the 
year to officially give thanks. I am sure you have 
a lot to be thankful for; don’t you?

Advent and Christmas have always been part of 
my life because my parents raised me in a 
loving, Christian home. They took me to church 
and December was always a favorite time of 
year for me. I fondly remember going to 
Christmas Eve service at church, then coming 
home where dad would read the Christmas 
story from Luke 2. This was always after 
midnight, on Christmas Day before we went to 
bed. Dad always read the story from the King 
James Version and I still recall some of the 
phrases in the King’s English.

I also fondly remember gathering for Christmas 
dinner around our table at home. Mom and dad 
prepared the turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
and all the trimmings. Then, after we filled 
ourselves with the delicious food and shared in 
conversation, a cake was brought out and we 
sang happy birthday to Jesus. We still do this 
every year.

I know I am extremely fortunate to have such a 
loving and special family. They brought me up 
right and taught me the importance of family 
time and Christian traditions. I am grateful for 
my parents, grandparents, and all my relatives 
who have gathered each year at this time. We 
created so many special memories together. I 
miss many of them now because so many are 
gone. Sometimes as I play the Christmas carols 
a tear comes to my eye as I remember them.

But the family tradition continues and for this I 
am glad. We celebrate the birth of Jesus, who 
came into the world to save us.

Yes, indeed, this is a very special time of year!

    
     Bob Shank 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Daily Scripture Readings

December 1 
Luke 1 

December 2 
Luke 2 
  
December 3 
Luke 3 

December 4 
Luke 4 

December 5 
Luke 5 

December 6 
Luke 6 

December 7 
Luke 7 

December 8 
Luke 8 

December 9 
Luke 9 

December 10 
Luke 10 

December 11 
Luke 11 

December 12 
Luke 12 

December 13 
Luke 13 

December 14 
Luke 14 

December 15 
Luke 15 

December 16 
Luke 16 

December 17 
Luke 17 

December 18 
Luke 18 

December 19 
Luke 19 

December 20 
Luke 20 

December 21 
Luke 21 

December 22 
Luke 22 

December 23 
Luke 23 

December 24 
Luke 24 

December 25 
Matthew 1 

December 26 
Matthew 2 

December 27 
Matthew 3 

December 28 
Matthew 4 

December 29 
Matthew 5 

December 30 
Matthew 6 

December 31 
Matthew 7 
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A Community Musical Service of Hope and Healing 
 

STROUDSBURG, PA – “The Longest Night – A Light in the Darkness: A Musical Service Offering Hope to 

Those in Deepest Need,” will be presented Friday, December 20 at 7:30 PM at St. John Lutheran Church, 9 N. 9th 

Street, Stroudsburg, PA. The service will include a 50-plus voice choir of community singers directed by Bob 

Riday and accompanied by Judy Munoz, piano, and area instrumentalists. Scriptures, readings and prayers will be 

led by area clergy.  

The choir will perform choral selections by Pepper Choplin, Joel Raney, Heather Sorenson, Robert Sterling 

and others. During this season of cheerful decorations, sparkling lights and festive music, there are many for 

whom this time is a tearful reminder of the harshness of life:  the heaviness of grief, the challenges of illness and 

aging, the loss of a treasured relationship, and daily struggles with finances and loneliness. “The Longest Night” 

is a worship experience that encourages those going through difficult times during the holidays.  

“Following the success of the 2018 service, we were overwhelmed by the tremendous a need for a service of 

healing in the community during the holiday season. Through music, scripture and prayer, we hope to bring light 

into darkness and offer hope to those who are hurting,” explains Bob Riday. 

Parking is available behind St. John Lutheran church, along 9th Street, behind St. Luke’s Catholic Church, and 

in the Joseph J. Pula Funeral home lot.  

Information about the service can be obtained by contacting Krista Montgomery at krismont174@gmail.com 

or calling 570-460-0307.  

#     #     #  



The Longest Night 
 

Friday, December 20, 2019 at 7:30 PM 

St. John Lutheran Church, 9 N. 9th Street, Stroudsburg 

Donations accepted to benefit Monroe Country Hospice House 

For more information, call 570-460-3816 or 570-460-0307 

Directed by Bob Riday 

With choir, piano and 
instrumental ensemble 

.  

Directed by Bob Riday 

With choir, piano, and 

instrumental ensemble 
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Micah 5:2 
"But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, From you One will go 
forth for Me to be ruler in Israel His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity." 

Merry Christmas from your Property & Building Committee. 
 
SuperHeat has completed the latest repairs of our boiler system at a cost of $5820. Pastor Bob’s office is 
now a comfortable and controlled temperature room. Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Paul Taylor, 
President of SuperHeat, He graciously directed some parts of the boiler be corrected and modified to 
operate and be maintained more safely at no cost to the church. Our new custodian will help with the 
routine monitoring of the boiler function. 
 
The torrential downpours in November resulted in some leaks in the parish hall. Upon investigation, the 
new roof was fine but these leaks were the result of cracked, decaying and missing mortar in the brick 
wall in conjunction with 100 year old, deteriorated copper gutters and downspouts. We are seeking bids 
for new gutters and mortar repair. 
 
In an ongoing effort to provide more efficient security for our building and staff, we have contracted with 
Select Security to install new external door locks with a computer-controlled keypad entry system. Once 
installed, all physical keys will be turned in and each person requiring access to the building will have a 
unique code assigned. The program will allow for times, such as during church services or scheduled 
functions, where all doors will be unlocked. It will allow remote access so our secretary will not have to 
leave her office to open the door as well as alerting if there are power outages. To prepare for the door 
access system, Hartmann Electric has been contracted to install outlets and lighted EXIT signs above the 
doors on December 4.  
 
After installing LED lights in the sanctuary chandeliers, the older dimmers were not compatible. After the 
resulting strobe festival and blackout, our thanks to Rick Felch for contacting his electrician friend to 
come and correct the inherent problem. 
 
We have not forgotten about our goal of a major kitchen and bathroom renovation. The architectural 
company will draw up the detailed plans required for permits and contractors for $5800. In the meantime, 
we are still looking for someone to spearhead a Kitchen Cleaning Party. It definitely needs a deep 
cleaning, inside and out. If you can adopt just one area or one cabinet, it will go a long way. Let us know 
if you are interested and what you are going to tackle. Thanks! 
 
As you can see, your Property & Building Committee is working hard to keep your church building 
healthy. This takes not only sweat equity but also money. If you are able, in addition to your regular 
giving to the general fund, please consider adding a donation to the right side of your envelope. 
 
As always, we thank you for your patience, your contributions and your support. If you have any 
suggestions or wish to volunteer on a project, please feel free to reach out to any of us on the team. 

HAVE A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Your Property and Building committee 
Chairman: Boyd Butz 
P&B Finance: Kevin Kopec 
Secretary: Mike Seip 
Committee Members: John Burrus, Dale Werkheiser, Jeremy Miller, Ray Singer, Dick Everitt 
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