
We are currently in the midst of an interesting 
and enlightening sermon series. The title of the 
series is: “Conversations with Jesus: Who did 
he talk with and what does this teach us?”

By looking at the conversations Jesus had, I am 
sure we can learn something. Who did Jesus 
talk with? From what walk of life did they come? 
Were they rich and affluent? Were they poor? 
Were they despised? By looking at all the 
people Jesus talked with, we can learn a lot. We 
can learn, for example, the kinds of people 
Jesus liked to be with. We can learn how he 
treated others, even strangers.

I am hopeful that you are talking to Jesus today. 
You are praying, right? The basic definition of 
prayer is “conversation with God.” Prayer is a 
two-way street. We speak in prayer, but we also 
should listen as well. What is Jesus saying to 
you?

Conversations are the heartbeat of life. I really 
like Sunday mornings because I get to see and 
talk with so many people here in the church. It is 
the one day of the week where the church 
family is together like no other time. We get to 
worship and converse before and after worship. 
We shake hands, greet each other, and get to 
catch up. 

How’s it going? How are you doing? Do you 
really want to know? When I ask how are you 
doing, I truly do want to know the real answer. I 
hope in the church we can be truthful and 
honest with each other. If you are having a 
lousy day, feel free to share that. The worst 
thing we could ever do in the church is have 

short, flippant conversations that are shallow 
and relatively meaningless. What good does 
that do? Jesus never had shallow or 
meaningless conversations, did he? So why 
should we?

People long for good conversation and truthful 
sharing. Do you remember how it used to be in 
some communities where the grocer, the 
butcher, the bank teller, the milkman, and the 
newspaper delivery person knew you by name 
and would often converse with you in the course 
of business? Some communities still experience 
this but it is becoming more and more rare. Now 
we have Facebook and texting. What ever 
happened to honest, heart-to-heart, and face-to-
face communication?

Each and every chance we have to converse 
with someone is a privilege and a gift. Embrace 
these conversations; both the small ones and 
the more in-depth ones. Take the risk to share 
in conversation with others throughout this 
month. Be open and willing to talk with others 
you meet at the store or on the street. What is 
on their mind? What worries them? How are 
they doing?

Above all, remember to talk with Jesus, too. He 
is waiting to hear from you!

    
! !      Bob Shank
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2013 CHURCH ACTIVITES

Following is a list of church activities for the coming year. Sign up sheets will be in

the back of the sanctuary for each event. More information will be available for each

event as the date draws near.

DATE EVENT

3/2/2013 Trip to “Roadside America” Shartlesville, PA

http://www.roadsideamericainc.com Hours: 10 am - 6 pm

RATES

Adults (ages 12 and over) $6.75

Children (ages 6-11) $3.75

Children (ages 0-5) FREE

For this trip we will meet in the church parking lot on Ann Street between 9 and

9:15 am for departure at 9:30 am.

4/20/2013 Trip to Cooperstown, NY “Baseball Hall of Fame”

5/18/2013 Trip to Intrepid Museum Complex, NYC

6/8/2013 Trip to Ellis Island

7/13/2013 Trip to Knoebel’s Amusement Park

8/17/2013 Trip to historic Philadelphia, PA

9/21/2013 Trip to Mystic, Connecticut

10/19/2013 Trip to Lancaster, PA

12/7/2013 Trip to Radio City Music Hall, NYC



FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY NEWS

Sunday January 13, 2013 was the kickoff event for our SUMC 225 anniversary year.

If you were not in worship that Sunday, you missed a very special service with the Reverend Cliff Flick as

celebrant and his wife, Wendy. as liturgist.

Together they sang two duets with Wendy’s guitar accompaniment. Reverend Cliff spoke about his

memories of being invited to sing with the senior choir by Norma Treible who was the choir director at that

time. Cliff who was a somewhat troubled youth during his senior high school years, was not sure that he

wanted to get up early every Sunday and attend church. However he considered it an honor to be asked to

join our choir and sing with Harold Carlton, Georg Sebring and others whose names he mentioned. He

became quite emotional when he spoke of Wendy, who is of Jewish heritage, joining the choir and being

baptized at the altar in a Christian church.

Cliff also recalled having a small musical group with Mike Seip as the sound man.

The scripture reading for the day was from the book of Joshua, and Cliff came in at the back of the

sanctuary, dressed as the Prophet. He spoke to the congregation as if we were the masses that were being

addressed by the Prophet Joshua himself. My, it was truly inspirational and thought provoking--an

excellent sermon. What a beginning for our anniversary! Many members remembered Cliff and Wendy

well, some had even been in the choir with them.

Did you know that…?

The Stroudsburg Methodist Society had been meeting in people’s homes and in the stone schoolhouse at

the corner of Eighth and Main Streets. Forty-two years had passed since the founding of the Society in

1788. In 1829 Daniel Stroud, the son of Jacob, Stroudsburg’s founder, and his wife Mary, who had

converted to Quakerism and were deeply religious and sympathetic to other Christian denominations,

donated a lot to the Methodist Society on Eighth Street. The Methodists were therefore able to construct

their first home, which was completed in 1830. It still stands today.

If you look carefully at 20-22 North Eighth Street, the main part of the home reveals the architectural style

of the 1800’s with its floor- to- ceiling windows, its arched windows and its slate roof. It is worth at least a

few minutes to pause there and experience an important piece of Stroudsburg United Methodist history.

Worship was held there until 1853.

Plan to take part in our downtown history walk in May.

Sunday, April 14 is the day to learn more about the history of Methodism in Monroe County, through

narration, music and photos. Plan on coming to the sanctuary at 5 PM to view David Cook’s historic video.

We will be inviting the members of the other Methodist churches in our cluster to join us.

After the showing we will have a time for discussion and supper.



Dates that other clergy will be preaching:

June 16 Pastor Tom Anderman

July 16 Pastor George Rigby

August 11 Pastor Mary Jane Kirby

October 6 Homecoming Sunday with Dr. Milton Hartenstine

Dates for other visiting pastors will be announced as replies come in.

Plans are being made for an ice cream social with other Methodist Churches, probably in June.

We are ordering commemorative banners to be displayed on both the front and the back of the church

building.

A tile featuring one of the stained glass windows will be for sale.

A new pictorial church directory is planned.

Do you know where the Methodist Society held worship after services at North Eighth Street were

discontinued in 1830?

STAY TUNED FOR MORE CHURCH HISTORY TIDBITS…

in next month’s Anniversary news.

*********************************************************************

Missions Committee Book Sale

The Missions Committee will be collecting books for the Book Sale in April.

You can start bringing in books and leave them

downstairs in the blue room in the back part of the

Sunday School room. Boxes will also be available in

the Fellowship Room and in the Narthex.



Youth Group Late Winter Update

Winter is halfway through and things are heating up with the
Youth Group.

Starting in February we will be selling Gertrude Hawk chocolate
bars. The profits from this endeavor will go toward our
mission trip to Vermont this summer. Many flavors are available
and the bars are only a dollar. This could be a great way to
get chocolates for those you love this Valentine’s Day while
supporting the Youth Group.

One of our biggest events of the year, the 30 Hour Famine, will
take place on February 22nd through the 23rd. Most of our
efforts in the next few weeks will be geared to preparing for
this event. The Youth are already raising money so please
consider donating to this cause. The money we raise goes to
feed hungry children around the world and our efforts are
working; Since the Famine started in 1992, the total number of
kids under age 5 who die each day has fallen from 40,000 to
just over 20,000.*

Our biggest fundraising event for the Famine is a movie night
planned for Saturday, February 9 at 6pm. We will be showing a
movie in the Fellowship Room and everyone is invited. There is
no charge but we are asking for donations which will go to our
fundraising efforts for the Famine. We will also have games and
other activities for those that want to move around during the
movie. Concessions will be for sale with the proceeds going
toward our mission trip.

As always we would like to thank everyone for your support!

*Information obtained from the 30 Hour Famine website:
http://www.30hourfamine.org/hunger-facts/



SUMC SOFTBALL TEAM

PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER

Here at SUMC!

Sunday, February 10, 2013

9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Pancakes, sausage - all you can eat!

$5.00/person



The Mission Committee’s Report to the

Congregation for 2012

With the faithful support of you, our congregation;

we, your Mission Committee, were able to meet the

mission budget. We had 3 major fund raisers. The

Book Sale, the Yard Sale and the Boutique. The

Book Sale netted $645.50. The Yard sale netted

$1,583.87. The Boutique netted $125.00. With the

book sale money and additional monies from the UMW you were able to give a worthy

student, a member of our congregation, a $1,000.00 scholarship. Our church budgets $500.00

for PATH and $1,000.00 for the Russian ministry. The monies you gave in the church

collection plate each week adequately covered those two missions. Your committee added

another $500.00 for PATH making a $1,000.00 donation to PATH from our church. The

Mission Committee in your name gave support to the Intervarsity College Christian Group, to

Ex-Offenders Prison Ministry, a food bank, and the PMC chaplaincy program. You

generously supported several special projects during the year. The baby bottles netted $255.75

which was given to the Pregnancy Resource Center. The Christmas Tree in July netted

$166.00 for Family Promise. An additional amount of $125.00 was given to Family Promise.

Stand Proud, the organization that helps the polio victims in the Congo was given $1,000.00.

You filled 51 shoe boxes that gave some poor children overseas a very happy Christmas.

$500.00 was given to a needy family in our congregation. I’m sure with the money you are so

generously giving for the Heifer project, you will be able to give some overseas family an

animal. Without your wonderful support, your church would be unable to help any of these

children or needful adults. Thank you, thank you, and may our Good Lord shower you with

His blessings.

-Alberta Weber, Missions Committee Chairperson

****************************************************************

We will be hosting families for

Family Promise the week of

February 10, 2013. Sign up sheets

will be in the Fellowship Room.

Details about the families will be

coming shortly.



Thanks to everyone for the

prayers, cards, visits and calls

while I was laid up with back

problems. Your thoughtfulness

is greatly appreciated! Thanks

again!

-Doris Philips

Dear Church Family,

Thank you very much for all of your prayers, telephone calls, emails,

cards, and kind thoughts when I was having so much difficulty with my

back. I could feel the strength and support of your prayers and love. I

am so grateful for everything, thanks again.

Love,

Margie Good

***********************************************************************

SAVE THE DATE - FEBRUARY 9, 2013

Movie Night!

Hosted by the SUMC DASH Youth Group

Watch a movie, have some popcorn and

enjoy some baked goods! All donations

to benefit the 30 Hour Famine.

More information to follow!



To Serve You in February
Greeters 8:30

3

10

17

24

11:00

3 Marion Stewart

10 Star Jones

17 Marti & Nelson Ernest

24 Janet & Norm Marsh

Ushers 8:30

Dick Everitt

Carole Everitt

Cliff Rogell

Diane Rogell

11:00

Counters

Carole Everitt & Pam Price

Altar Guild

Eleanor Bentzoni & Carole Everitt

Soup Kitchen

3 NSSHLA Students - Danielle

(National Student Speech & Hearing Learning

Association)

10 Christ Hamilton Conf. Class -

Debbie Lamson & Steve Grimm

17 E. Stbg. Baptist Church Sr. High Youth

Pastor Doug Romaine

24 BPW Members - Carole Everitt

Tuesday Evenings - Daughters of Thunder

2nd & 4th Fridays - Holy Cross & Holy Trinity

Greek Orthodox Church

OUR CHURCH STAFF

Ministers Everyone

Pastors Bob Shank & Ted Good

Pastor Emeritus Tom Anderman

Church Secretary Jackie Herrero

Choir Director Dave Lantz

Organist ������������������������������������������������D ĂƌƟ�>ĂŶƚǌ

Youth Leader Vincent Zelizo

Handbell Director Lynn Seip

Custodian D ĂƩ �WĂƌƚŽŶ

CHURCH LEADERS

Daniel’s Dream Team

Chairperson, Boyd Butz

Worship

Chairpersons, Ralph Harrison, Pastor Bob Shank

Stewardship

�ŚĂŝƌƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕ ��ĂƌŽůĞ��ǀ ĞƌŝƩ

Property & Building

Chairperson, Carl Karchner

Servant Resource Team

Chairperson, Beryl Hellgren

Missions

Chairperson, Alberta Weber

Membership & Evangelism

Chairperson, Peggy Stewart

Lay Leader

Beryl Hellgren

�ĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ��ŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚŽƌ

Jeremy Stoeckel



Stewardship

With the end of 2012 our giving income was up by 4.6%

($9,316.84) over last year. Thank you to all who have

given so generously and faithfully. That said, as in the

past 15 or more years, our income did not meet our

budget or expenses for 2012. We are fortunate at

SUMC to have reserve funds (Property & Building/

Trustee) to supplement our income so that all bills

ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ��ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ĂƉƉŽƌƟŽŶŵĞŶƚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�

paid.

Through December 2012, $83,360.21 has been drawn from the P & B funds to meet budgeted expenses as

ǁ Ğůů�ĂƐ�Ă�Ψϰϵ͕ ϴϳ ϭ͘ ϬϬ�ĚĞĮ Đŝƚ�ŝŶ�Őŝǀ ŝŶŐ�ƚŽǁ ĂƌĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞǀ ĂƚŽƌ�ĨŽƌ�ϮϬϭϮ͘ ��/Ŷ�ϮϬϭϯ ͕ �ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

elevator, at least another $41,685.00 will be drawn from those funds to complete our payment to Edinger

�ŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĞǀ ĂƚŽƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘ ���ŐĂŝŶ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌƚƵŶĂƚĞ�Ăƚ�̂ hD ��ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƵƌ�ĨŽƌĞĨĂƚŚĞƌƐ�ĞŶƚƌƵƐƚĞĚ�ƵƐ�

ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĨƵŶĚƐ�ďƵƚ�ǁ Ğ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƐƚĞǁ ĂƌĚƐ�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀ ŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĞǆƚ�ϮϮϱ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘ ��WůĞĂƐĞ�Őŝǀ Ğ�

ƉƌĂǇĞƌĨƵů�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�Į ŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŽ��̂ hD ��ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ŐƌŽǁ ƚŚ ͘

An audit, per The Discipline of UMC, was completed on January 15 of all financial accounts of SUMC.  All 

ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵŝŶŽƌ�ďŽŽŬŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ͘

Giving statements for 2012 were emailed on January 18. If you do not receive your statement via email,

prepared giving statements are available in the church sanctuary. Those not picked up will be mailed by the

ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚ ͘ ��/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŶŽƚ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀ ĞĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ͕ �ƉůĞĂƐĞ�

contact the church office.

dŚĞ�̂ ƚĞǁ ĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ĂƐŬƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ŐƌŽǁ ƚŚ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğůů�ĂƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�

ĐŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ĂƐ�ǁ Ğ�ďĞŐŝŶ�ϮϬϭϯ ͘

^ƚĞǁ ĂƌĚƐŚŝƉ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ͗���ĂƌŽůĞ��ǀ ĞƌŝƩ ͕ �WĂƵů��ĚŝŶŐĞƌ͕��ĂŶ��Ƶƚǌ͕�&ƌĂŶ�, ĂƌƌŝƐŽŶ͕ �<ŝƌƐƚĞŶ�>ĞĞ͕�ZƵƚŚ�t ĞďĞƌ



February Birthdays

2 Ben Principe

5 Theresa DeHaven

14 Eleanor Bender

16 Art Schwedler

19 Amanda Cunard

22 Eileen Butz

23 Verna Thomas

25 Emily Stewart

27 Jean Warner

27 Emily Shirey (100th birthday!)

If you would like a card on

your special day, please call

the church office: 421-6020.

February’s trunk collection item

will be body lotion.

Please place your donated item

in the trunk in the Fellowship Room.

There will be no regular UMW

meeting this month.

United Methodist Women would like to thank you
for your contributions to the Weis Receipt program.
We appreciate your past support and look forward
to even more participants throughout the year. If
you are unfamiliar with the program, simply place
your Weis receipts in one of the indicated
containers on the radiator in the Fellowship Hall.
Please do not remove anything from the receipt.
There is a line code which Weis needs to justify the
amount and validity of the receipt. If you have a
'suspended' transaction using the self check out,
please keep both receipts together. We cannot
obtain the amount from one without the other.
Please see any UMW member with questions or call
Sharon Cottle at 570-242-4738. Thank you again.



Daffodil Days
I’ll be selling daffodils for the American Cancer

Society again this year. Bunches of daffodils are

$10.00 each, a vase and a bunch is $15.00 and the

bear and a bunch is $25.00. Orders need to be

received by February 20 and the daffodils will be

delivered on Wednesday, March 20. Sadly, this will

be the last year for daffodil sales. Thanks for all

your support in previous years! Jackie

**************************************************************

SUMC Softball

Sign up sheets for the SUMC

competitive softball team are in the back

of the sanctuary. Tentative start up date

is April 2013. Details about a

recreational softball team will be

announced at a later date.

*****************************************************************

If you are able to help out with set up and clean up for the Softball Pancake

Breakfast Fundraiser on February 10th, please see Bob Cool.

Thank you!

**************************************************************

Special Announcement!

Emily Shirey will celebrate her 100th birthday on February 27th! Her address is:

c/o Gluco Lodge, Room #11, RR #1, Box 1416, Stroudsburg, PA 18360.





FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE

A total of 13 families (17 adults, 25 children) were served through the Family Promise pro-

gram during 2012. Of this number 12 graduated, were employed, and moved to secure

ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͖�ŽŶĞ�ůĞŌ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĞĂ͘

Our next date to serve as host is February 10-20, 2013. We have agreed to extend an addi-

ƟŽŶĂů�ϯ�ĚĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�ƵŶĂŶƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�ŶĞĞĚ͘

The Family Promise program at SUMC needs your help. Here some ways you can help:

_____ Help to provide meals:

�WƌĞƉĂƌĞ͕�ĚĞůŝǀ Ğƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀ Ğ�ŵĞĂů͘��̂ ƉĞŶĚ�ĨĞůůŽǁ ƐŚŝƉ�ƟŵĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͘

Prepare a meal. If you are unable to deliver, we can arrange for pick up and serve

the meal.

Provide the funds for a meal. We can then purchase the food for someone to pre-

pare or purchase a prepared food.

Purchase food for use at SUMC or Day Center (breakfast).

_____ Be an overnight host. Arrive at the church at 8:00 PM and leave the next

morning before 6:00 AM.

_____ Open the church at 5:00 before the families arrive.

ͺ ͺ ͺ ͺ ͺ ��WƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ĨĞůůŽǁ ƐŚŝƉ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŵĞĂů�Žƌ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĚŝŶŶĞƌ͘

_____ Laundry during the week and at the end of the week.

Sign-up sheets are posted in Fellowship Room for you to sign up. Or, you can indicate your

area of interest and return this to church secretary.

Name___________________ Contact #/email__________________________

Thank you for your help.
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