
Daily Scripture Readings

Some of you may find this hard to believe or 
understand, but I like mowing grass. I believe 
there are several reasons for this. First, mowing 
grass was the first thing I did on a tractor. I like 
tractors; no, correct that, I love tractors! I grew 
up in the farm land of Lancaster County. My first 
two real jobs were on a farm and I had many 
friends who lived on farms. Tractors were the 
machines that taught us our first driving 
lessons.

Driving a tractor is a sign of independence. The 
tractor goes where and how fast or slow you tell 
it to go. There is nothing quite like it! I 
remember before I was allowed to drive a 
tractor, I rode on the wagon. I admired the 
farmer who was the tractor driver and dreamed 
one day, some day, of having his luxurious job! 
Then, at last, that day finally came! I will never 
forget it. My dad gave me the opportunity. It was 
only a garden tractor but boy did I ever feel like 
the big cheese! I proudly mowed the grass that 
day and made sure I did not have any skippers. 
A skipper is a sliver of uncut grass made by a 
hasty tractor operator. Dad could spot a skipper 
immediately when he got home from work and it 
never made him happy!

Even as an adult I still love tractors. I recently 
purchased a John Deere 1050, 37 horsepower 
tractor and some implements to go with it. I can 
mow grass, knock down a field of weeds, plow 
snow, and dig post holes; all with this tractor 
and its 3-point hitch. Talk about independence!

Another reason I like mowing grass is that it is 
vastly different from my job as a pastor. When I 
mow the grass it is clear cut. I can see where I 
mowed and where I haven’t. When I am finished 
I can see it and it brings with it a great sense of 
accomplishment. Ministry is different. I never 
really know for sure how well I am doing from 
week to week and oftentimes the job never 
seems “done.” I cannot sit back and look over 
the yard of ministry and say, “It is finished, 
doesn’t it look nice?”

Mowing grass is cathartic of me, too. When I am 
riding on my tractor with the blades spinning, I 
have time to think. I might think about 
something that just happened in my life or 
something I am considering. This thinking time 
is good for me because it slows me down and 
lets me process some things in my mind.

Besides all this, tractors are just cool! Well, they 
might get hot on a summer afternoon when they 
are doing their job, but you know what I mean. 
Riding a tractor and mowing grass is unlike 
anything else that I do and I enjoy it. 

�     
     Bob Shank 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Daily Scripture Readings

August 1 
1 Corinthians 1 

August 2 
1 Corinthians 2 
  
August 3 
1 Corinthians 3 

August 4 
1 Corinthians 4 

August 5 
1 Corinthians 5 

August 6 
1 Corinthians 6 

August 7 
1 Corinthians 7 

August 8 
1 Corinthians 8 

August 9 
1 Corinthians 9 

August 10 
1 Corinthians 10 

August 11 
1 Corinthians 11 

August 12 
1 Corinthians 12 

August 13 
1 Corinthians 13 

August 14 
1 Corinthians 14 

August 15 
1 Corinthians 15 

August 16 
1 Corinthians 16 

August 17 
2 Corinthians 1 

August 18 
2 Corinthians 2 

August 19 
2 Corinthians 3 

August 20 
2 Corinthians 4 

August 21 
2 Corinthians 5 

August 22 
2 Corinthians 6 

August 23 
2 Corinthians 7 

August 24 
2 Corinthians 8 

August 25 
2 Corinthians 9 

August 26 
2 Corinthians 10 

August 27 
2 Corinthians 11 

August 28 
2 Corinthians 12 

August 29 
2 Corinthians 13 

August 30 
Haggai 1 

August 31 
Haggai 2 
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To anyone with some singing experience: Interested in singing in our 
church choir? You only need to be available on Sundays....rehearsal 
time: Sunday, 9:15-10:45 AM, Service at 11:00 AM. The season runs 

September through mid June.  
We are actively recruiting new members.   

Please contact Dave Lantz - dlantz@ptd.net 
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